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FAMILY PROBLEMS IN THAI SOCIETY: REFLECTION FROM THAI NOVELS
DURING 1965 - 2014
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THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: CHITRALADA SANGPUNYA, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

The research entitled as “Family Problems in Thai Society: Reflection from Thai
Novels during 1965 - 2014” aimed at analyzing problems and causes of family problems
reflexed in Thai novels which talking about family lives during 1965 - 2014.

It was found from four sample novels that there are main family problems:
1) family members’ improper behaviors, for example, too-closed relationships between
husbands and other women which leaded to an adulterous affairs, sullen silences between
a spouse or senselessly drunken actions 2) perception derive from western society that
neither divorcement nor women’s second marriage are disgraceful or sexual intercourse
between others who are not one’s couple which have become so simple among today’s
social lives 3) economic problems which brought about severetension, hardworking that
make family members neglect their responsibilities, cold married lives or estate war of
selfishness 4) mal-adjustment between couple because of different social bases.

Nevertheless, family problems is caused by both inner problems like family
members’ characters, personalities or habits affected by environmental factors and outer
problems which are: 1) changing of family roles that makes women can live by themselves
so that they dare to separate from their own family whenever serious problems occur
2) changing ofsocial values that it is possible to divorce, have intimate intercourse out of
wedlock or whoever can choose “his/her beloved” by himself/herself 3) moral
degeneration leading to adultery or any family problems 4) capitalism and materialism in
today’s world influencing people’s ways of lives so that they have to work harder, suffer

from economic problems and stormy relationships.

Keywords: Family problems, Cause of family problems, family saga novels
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