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THE REFLECTIONS OF THAI SOCIETY IN NOVEL SERIES “BAN RAI PLAI FHUN”

SITING BAl 616111
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: JANSUDA CHAIPRASERT, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze reflections of Thai society in Ban Rai plai Fhun novel
series and investigate the influences of the series upon readers. Four books of the series,
including Tara-himalai; Dong-jai-akani; Patapi-lay-ruk; and Wayu-phuck-mon-tra, were studied.

It was found that the series of Ban Rai plai Fhun reflected about rural Thai society
in particular. Six aspects were observed as the following: 1) Ways of living, which were
closed to the nature; houses, adopted western influences, reflected the economic status
and classes of their owners; food was abundant, health-related, and reflected personal
relationships; careers were various and freely chosen; and temples were the center of
recreations which were geographically held. 2) Transportation and communication were
various and technological advanced, including on land, by sea, by air, and through
telecommunication. 3) Education — many fields of study were related and the changing of
educational fashions. 4) Culture, beliefs and traditions — most of Thai people were Buddhists,
although superstitions were woven in Thai traditions about living, for example wedding;
celebration of new year; and traditions of careers. 5) Morals and ethics — the compassionate
and grateful parts of Thai people were focused. And 6) Social problems - three areas were
reflected, including family problems; gambling; and poverty.

Regarding influences of the series, it was observed that the author clearly stimulated
readers about the importance of education; working; morals; ethics; patriotism; rishteousness;

natural conservation; save environment; and caring and sharing others.

Keywords: novel series, novel series “Ban Rai Plai Fhun”, reflections.
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