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REFLECTION OF OLDEN THAI SOCIETY FROM THE CLASSIC TELEVISION SERIES
“PLA BOO THONG”

WU XUE 566106
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATION THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze olden Thai social reflection in Thai royal classic TV
series “Pla Boo Thong” and to analyze the influence of this TV series on Thai audience.
The research method is a case descriptive analysis.

The results show that the TV series “Pla Boo Thong” reflect olden Thai people’s
lives as simple peaceful, dependence on nature. People were mostly populated near
waters and forests, earning their living related to agriculture, fishery, animal husbandry,
wood cutting, hunting, gcardening, including some trading, government officers, and
sorcerers. In the past, Thai people commuted by boats and horses in the woods. Family
structure was composed of parents, siblings, relatives, having on their own duties. Olden
people mainly consumed rice with variety of foods and fruits. The most common values
were industriousness, adult obedience, parents and benefactor gratefulness, using
intelligence to solve problems, including the value in choosing kind and handsome
spouses. Thai people in the past had tradition about philanthropy and marriage. Buddhist
believed in making merits, rebirth, and karma. In addition, Thai society in the old days
considered the king as the ruler of the country, commander in the battle, and also the
judge.

The TV classic series, “Pla Boo Thong”, influenced the audience through the
characters’ spoken words and actions. The results showed that this series has cultivated
the virtues of industriousness, gratefulness, and elderly obedience, including the values of
living lives to do good deeds and using wisdom to solve or choose things in life. Also
people had the values to teach each other to conserve the nature and wildlife.
Furthermore, people were persuaded to love and support their family and had their own

responsibilities.
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