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ABSTRACT

This research was a comparative study of shadow play cultures between Thai
shadow play, Ta-loong, in southern provinces of Thailand and Chinese shadow play,
Pi-yin, of Teng Chong District in Yunnan Province of People’s Republic of China.
Document of legends and oral records about these shadow plays were studied. Also,
field trip interviews were made, during 2014 - 2015, in the area of Liu-jia-zhai village
of Gu-dong Sub-district in Teng Chong, Yunnan of China.

The findings were reported in three topics, which are: 1) History and
development, which the origin of Pi-yin could be traced back over 2,000 years to
Ming Dynasty (1368 - 1644 AD), while Ta-loong had much shorter history, about 200
years, and was adopted from India. 2) Types or styles of the play, generally Ta-loong
in southern provinces of Thailand had been performed in two occasions, for entertaining
and being a part of ritual practices, while Pi-ying was distinguished as Dong-giang
(eastern accent) and Xi-giang (western accent). 3) Techniques of performance,
including stage or screen setting, props, plots, music, seasons of playing, and the
commission.

From their virtuous aspect, both Ta-loong and Pi-ying had been a type of Thai
and Chinese recreations. They also played a part in acculturation, promoted cultural
tourism, bringing incomes to the folks, and strengthened Thai-Chinese relationship as well.
However, as fast changing technologies bombard lifestyles of nowadays people and
skillful masters of these shadow plays are rare, the future of these artistic plays seem

declining.
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