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ABSTRACT

Ailing Zhang (1920-1995) and Suwanni Sukontha (1932-1984) arc both the most
outstanding female writers of China and Thailand respectively. Although they come from
different nations and cultures, most of their works focus on love experiences, especially the
failure ones. Moreover, their novels are mainly based on heterosexual relationship, illustrate small
to big scale problems, reflect inner to outer conflicts, and criticize romance, family structure, and
social conditions.

Comparative studying Ailing Zhang’s three masterpieces, which are Memoir of Golden
Chain, Love in a Fallen City, Lust Caution and Suwanni Sukontha’s three masterpieces including
Doctor Kan, Rainbow Dream, Blue Moon provides new perspective on their romance novels.
Their similarities consist of the concept of imperfect love which significantly reflects their idea of
female autonomy, and criticism of human nature and social hierarchy. However, Ailing Zhang
and Suwanni Sukontha are from different backgrounds and cultures. Their major differences
include their characterization, plot, setting, and writing device. Thus, the study of the romance
novels of Ailing Zhang and Suwanni Sukontha will be valuable for those who are interested in

Chinese and Thai modern literature.
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