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SOCIAL AND CULTURAL REFLECTIONS IN THE WORLD
CREATION MYTHS OF THE YAO TRIBE

LIANG XIAOYU 636009
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: JANSUDA CHAIPRASERT, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze the world creation myths of the Yao tribe, focusing on
structure and social and cultural reflections presented in the myths. Scope of the study was eighty-
six myths from four books, including 1) Mi Luo Tuo of the Yao tribe (1999); 2) Anthology of Yao
Tribe Folktales by Fang Xue Yao (2000); 3) Anthology of Yao Tribe Folktales by Su Sheng Xing
(2007); and 4) Chinese Folktales, Guang Xi edition (2013).

Regarding the structure, six themes were observed including 1) origin of gods, relating
ordinary persons making merits and honored to be gods; 2) origin of the environment, creating by
gods as the Yao beliefs; 3) origin of humans, showing the important role of calabashes; 4) origin of
animals, describing the creation of wild animals and farm animals; 5) origin of everything, existing
by trial and error of the Yao; and 6) origin of traditions, aiming to express griefs and remembrance
for the dead.

For social and cultural reflections, four aspects were noted including 1) ways of living,
mainly depending on the nature that provided dwelling and clothing to the Yao who was a
huntsman fed by the forest and travelled by foot or boats; 2) social values, praising diligence;
bravery; obedience; gratitude; and wisdom; 3) beliefs, relating to gods; ritual leaders; auspicious
time; and ghosts; and 4) culture, including Da Nu festival, Pan Wang festival; wedding and funeral
traditions. These finding reflections in the world creation myths of the Yao tribe shed light to later

generations and made them recognizing the unique traditions of the Yao.

Keywords: the world creation myth, Yao tribe, social and cultural reflections
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