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BELIEFS, RITUALS AND ROLES OF CHINESE TAIWANESE SHRINES : A CASE STUDY OF
THAMMAKATANYU FOUNDATION SHRINE (XIAN LOO TAI THIANKONG),
SAMUTPRAKAN PROVINCE

WANG QINGHUA 636005
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the beliefs and rituals in the Thammakatanyu Foundation
Shrine (Xian Loo Tai Thiankong), Samutprakan Province. To analyze the role of the Thammakatanyu
Foundation shrine (Xian Loo tai Thiankong) towards Thai people of Chinese-Taiwanese descent
in Thai society. It is a qualitative research that studied data from documents, observation and
the field data was collected by in-depth interviews from 30 people involved. The data was
analyzed and present the research results in a descriptive and analytical form.

The research results showed that the Thammakatanyu Foundation Shrine (Xian Loo Tai
Thiankong). It had a long history and is a sacred shrine. By bringing the construction method
from Nan Khun Shen Dai Tianfu Shrine in Taiwan. Which the construction of this shrine in
Samut Prakan Province. It was caused by the belief and faith of the Chinese Taiwanese god
Wu Fu Qian Su. This shrine still had 8 beliefs that reflect Chinese Taiwanese culture: health beliefs,
stability of life, destiny, mercy, trading, asking for fortune, money, begging for children and work.
Based on such beliefs, there are 5 important rituals which were: 1) Extraction in bad luck year
2) Chinese New Year 3) Yuanxiao Festival 4) God's Birthday 5) Distribution of gifts to the poor
Festival. It reflected the role of the shrine, namely, its role in mental health, peace of mind
and encouragement to continue living. Social role, It was the center of unity that is cultivated
to be a good person with morals, ethics, and contributions to society. Cultural role with the
inheritance and dissemination of the beliefs of the Chinese Taiwanese. And there was also a
good mix of Thai culture and Chinese Taiwanese culture. Economic role Shrines are considered to
promote cultural tourism in Samut Prakan Province. It also helped generate income for nearby
villagers and shrines as well. The researchers regarded the existence of the shrine as a demonstration
of the strong beliefs of the Taiwanese Chinese and that these beliefs and rituals are still being

inherited today.

Keywords: beliefs, roles, Chinese Taiwanese shrines Shrine of the Thammakatanyu Foundation

(Xian Loo Tai Thiankong)
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