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INTEREST IN LEARNING CHINESE LANGUAGE AMONG MATTHAYOM STUDENTS
: A CASE OF FIVE UPPER SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN BANGKOK

SOMRUTAI' JIRAPONG 576077
MASTER OF ARTS (TEACHING CHINESE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: XIAO YU, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Learning Chinese has become a new trend in the world including Thailand.
Thai government is also actively encouraging nationals to learn foreign languages,
especially Chinese. As a consequence, more Thai people are aware of the
importance of learning Chinese. However, many students have to combat with the
enthusiasm and persistence in learning Chinese especially in the complexity of
Chinese characters for a long time. Therefore, one of the primary tasks of Chinese
language teachers is to probe with many problems such as how to guide students to
understand Chinese properly, how to stimulate students' interest in learmning since
Chinese becomes a foreign language. This paper summarizes the current situation of
teaching Chinese in Thailand and the current trend of high school students' interest
in learning Chinese language. The findings revealed that the teacher should focus on
students’ interest to teach students throughout the process of teaching. In this paper,
the researcher used the questionnaire to investigate students’ interests in learning
Chinese language in high school in order to explore the current trend of learning
Chinese and the influence of interests in Chinese learning. Therefore, the results of
this study can provide useful information about learning Chinese in Thailand not only
for Chinese teachers, but also Chinese education in Thailand to make a contribution

to the cause.

Keywords: High School Students, Learning Chinese, Cultivate Interest
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