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ON THE INHERITANCE AND DEVELOPMENT OF
CHINESE FOOD CULTURE IN BANGKOK CHINESE
------ A CASE STUDY ON THE BANGKOK’S CHINATOWN

WANG SHIZHAO 586045
MASTER OF ARTS (TEACHING CHINESE)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: TANG QIYUAN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This article attempts to use the theory of diet anthropology to examine the
Chinese food culture in Bangkok's Chinatown. Through the analysis of the history and
status of the diet in Chinatown in Bangkok, we try to describe its inheritance,
development and changes in traditional Chinese food culture. Through the
description and analysis of this process, we can observe, from a microscopic
perspective, how contemporary Chinese-Thai have inherited Chinese traditions,
developed new social and cultural identities, and constructed new identities in the
process of integrating into Thai society.

The first chapter introduced the history of Thailand's Chinatown. At the same
time, it also described the relationship between the Chaoshan culture of Chinatown
and Bangkok's Chinatown, and also depict the current situation of Chinatown's food.

The second chapter further examines the inheritance and development of
Chinese food culture in Bangkok's Chinatown.

The third chapter describes the contemporary changes and development of
Chinese food culture in Chinatown.

In the conclusion, through the inspection of the Chinese food culture in
Chinatown, we find that the identity of Chinese-Thai in Chinatown has become
prominent. The new generation of Chinese-Thai is more like a cultural hybrid born in

the era of multiculturalism.

Keywords: Chinatown in Bangkok, Chaoshan food culture, inheritance and change,

Chinese-Thai identity
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In the present day context of Bangkok’s Chinatown, the Chinese vegetarian
festival is a space where Chinese cultural identities are constructed and presented
by several parties. This article aims to identify who are the festivals organizers and
also to identify the diversity of Chinese cultural identities presented in this festival.
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