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ABSTRACT

As we all know, the IB International Baccalaureate Program is adopted by many
international schools as a globally recognized high-quality program. With the
expansion of China's comprehensive influence, there is a boom in Chinese language
learning around the world. As one of the foreign language learning subjects in the
International Baccalaureate Program, IBDP Mandarin Ab Initio course is selected by
more and more students all over the world. The grades are not only an important
standard to measure students' Chinese language ability, but also an important stepping-
stone to prestigious universities.

However, so far, academic research on the IBDP Mandarin Ab Initio course is
still in its infancy. Especially, the research on its specific exam content is very few,
which makes front-line Chinese teachers and students confused when teaching and
preparing for the exam. In order to fill this gap, this paper explores in depth the
reading comprehension of the 10-year real exam past papers of the course from 2010
to 2019. It uses content analysis and quantitative statistics methods to analyze the
frequently tested topics, text sources, text types, text difficulty, vocabulary, and error-
prone points of the reading section. It finds out some rules, key and difficult points for
the questions in the reading section from the research results. Based on this, the paper
proposes some suggestions on the overall teaching principles for the course and the
teaching strategies and question-solving skills for the reading part. Its aim is to help
front-line Chinese teachers and students better achieve the learning goals of the
course.

Keywords: IBDP Mandarin Ab Initio, Reading Comprehension, Exam Rules,
Teaching Strategies
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