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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF “LAO LIU THE CARETAKER”
AND “THE JUDGMENT”

MEI' WEILAN 554093
MASTER OF ARTS (MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY CHINESE LITERATURE)
THESIS ADVISORY: XU ZONG, M.A.

ABSTRACT

“The Judgment” and “Lao Liu The Caretaker” are Thai and Chinese Literature
which possess characteristic of an era and significance of the social. The Protagonists
in both literature works live in the low class society. They are school worker but both
of them have a different ending. Fag, in The Judgment, represents the traditional
character. He is kind and helpfulness. After his father passed away, he has to take
care his mental disorder stepmother. He was anti and abandon by the merciless
social. So he brings alcohol to eliminate all his trouble and injustice he faces. Finally,
he becomes an alcoholic. While the schoolmaster represents modernized character.
He is an opportunistic person and always take advantage over the others. Both
novels aim to compare the traditional and modernized culture through the different
kind of characters.

Lao Liu, in Lao Liu The Caretaker, lives in Chinese half feudal half coronial
period. His low status in society causes him got a disgrace from the surrounding
people. But with his dauntless spirit, he strongly survive. This novel reflect the
appearance of low class people in that period.

This comparative study of “The Judgment” and “Lao Liu The Caretaker”
point to writers background, ideas, written style, key characters background including
comparative of others characters in the novel. With the topic mentioned above, this
thesis reveals the two different characters, culture and spirit. The social problem left
in different country and era. Therefore, this two novels is valuable to study. In this
thesis, researcher raise some personal opinion. With expect that this thesis would be

useful for Thai-Chinese Literature Comparison meaning.

Keywords: The Judgment, Lao Liu The Caretaker, Comparison,

Characters Comparison, Social Study Comparison
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