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Reading Behavior, Attitude and the Relationship between
Reading Ability and Educational Performance
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ABSTRACT

This research intends to study Thai youths’ attitude toward reading, reading behavior, reading ability
and the relationship between attitude and their educational performance. The study employs a questionnaire
survey on a sample of 1,000 children and youths of age between 8-25.

Results of the study showed that 61.3 percent of youths read books 2 couple time a week. And 74.7
percent of them spent 2-5 hours a week reading books. About the reading materials, 58.2 percent of the youths
read newspapers and 46.3 percent of them read magazines while 82.4 percent of them also read from the
internet. The study found that the most favorite places to read are their own homes, which accounted for 91.3
percent of children and youths. Secondly was the school library at 48.1 percent.

A 52 percent of children and youths in the sample estimated their own reading comprehension ability
and their reading speed to be average. Considering the children and youths reading comprehension ability
together with their academic performance in Thai language, English language and the average GPA, the study
found that the most average of Thai language GPA was in the range of 2.00-2.49 with 31.4 percent of the
youths, the most average of English language GPA was in the range of 2.50-2.99 with 28.8 percent of the
youths and the most average of overall GPA was in the range of 3.00-3.49 with 28.4 percent of the youths.
Statistical analysis results are sex, family income, level of education, and age all have a significant influence
on time spent in reading and reading comprehension ability. A statistical test found that Thai youths with
different reading ability have a significant differences on academic performance in Thai language, English
language, and overall GPA.

Overall, the youths in the survey had positive attitude toward reading. They thought reading was the
most beneficial free time spending with the highest mean at 3.44. The other lesser important means were 3.32
for the importance of love reading habit, 3.18 for the influence of reading on success in life, and 2.44 for their

success in encouraging friends to read.
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