v |l M

MIANHUTINATHING : MINITONaDIMAZTOITNUI VNS UNOLIING
i Inaynslams
A Study of Folklore: A Determinant of Names of the Canals

and Villages in Bangplee District, Samutprakarn Province
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Abstract

This study is a qualitative research mainly emphasizing on fieldworks and
documents. It is aimed at finding out how the names of the canals and villages along
them are determined, including the roles of the canals and villages which have been
changing from the past to the present time. This is done through the interviews and
the talks with the elderly, the scholars, the leaders, and the monks in the districts.
Moreover, observation of the external physical image of relevant places around the
districts is also added.

It is found that the names of the canals and villages in Bangplee district,
Samutprakarn, are mainly determined by the natural environment surrounding the
area, natural resources, its people and their beliefs. In the past, the canals were the
places for people in the districts to earn their living: fisheries, fish farms, growing
water plants, and travelling by boat from village to village, which resulted in the
immigration of people from other areas, forming villages of farmers and fishermen.
At present, Bangplee district has been changing a lot. It has been urbanized, becoming
an industrial area, having more streets, factories, etc. rather than countryside. Many
canals cannot be used for travelling any more because most people travel on land, and
they are not interested in using them as a means of transportation. People do not
consider them significant, and at present, they have become the area for flooding, and
gradually become shallow. Because of these reasons, in the future, the people tend not
to know about the origin of some canals. However, the renovation of the canals can be
done by the supports from the government and the cooperation of relevant sectors,
especially the people living along the canals to help make them a better and
sustainable environment.
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