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An Analysis of Translating Figurative Language by English Major Students
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research are to study and analyze the techniques
of translating figurative language by English major students in Principles of Translation I
and II classes, to evaluate their English and Thai languages skills, and to categorize
figurative language found in assignments and exams in the two classes in academic year
2011.

According to the findings, there were 5 devices of figurative language which were
categorized by Murray Knowles and Rosamund Moon, used in the assignments and exams
— simile, metaphor, personification, metonymy, and conventional metaphor. In addition,
vehicles were used in the figurative language in 3 categories of cultural words, including
ecological, material, and social words. The English major students used the following
techniques of translating figurative language from English into Thai and from Thai into
English: translating into figurative language, translating into non-figurative language, and
translating into Thai saying. In addition, translating into figurative language is categorized
into 2 sub-techniques — translating into the same category of figurative language and
translating into different categories of figurative language. It was found that the students
mostly translated figurative language by translating into the same category of figurative
language. Obviously, the students did not only maintain the original figurative language,
but also conveyed the same meaning in the translated version that indicates their good

level of English and Thai languages skills.
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No wonder Ping is becoming so fat. He eats like a horse.
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He was as busy as a bee trying to finish his dissertation.
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I don’t know what I ate this morning, but I have been as sick as a dog all day.

@ v A o o oA gy Yo 1 , .8 o A & Pt
aretailiuandleganimslegiu leslda11 “as. .as” Wusuyon deluni
d ya

< P ) ' A ' Y o A @
LﬂuﬂTiLﬂ%UUL‘V]UUQ’]Q ﬂuuiﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁiﬂ"hlﬁ‘mﬂnmaﬂﬂ‘wmu Lummﬂﬁllﬂ‘izmuﬂﬁﬂi

Q U

' 4 o a a3 a % o [} d’l 1< '
‘UNﬂmﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬂ@Wﬂﬁ'E)'I‘HﬁLﬂuWHL‘lSJJWth %\‘iGl‘LN]’]ﬂﬂNULﬂuﬂ"I'iL‘LEEJiJLﬁEJ‘lJFJWﬂﬁ‘iJ’JU‘U@Q

1 A

AnaTunilounueimsilsuesgiiy

L)



28

o 1A
NIBEYINN 4

He looked at me for several endless seconds, the way a starving pit bull looks at raw
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I have not seen my uncle for five years, it seems like he has vanished into thin air.
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‘Music,’ he said, ‘was like food or water for me.’
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Thailand is the only country in this region that has never lost her independence.
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When Pablo Picasso died in 1973, he left behind a great deal of work that neither

museums nor collectors had ever seen.
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When Americans first sent astronauts up into the space, they discovered that ball

point pens did not work.
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The Russians used a pencil.
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PTT plans another palm oil factory in Indonesia

vy
@ 1 a3 @ o 1 a w o W

Tudedreiituns 19uinis de #1731 “PTT” w3eU3HM Yan. $10a (umyy)
a3 a o o 4 a ' o 1 2
Ahusgndundsnuves neiulsglinnnmsiles@enurlszmalne Taodra P11 )

) =R o a w 5’, a o = @ a o (] Y
lilénuredadus invanuanithufosuusssy magdson luamusanamuadia
%’ @ d a : a I~ Y a o 4 Y
Tsenmiiulduludszmadulaili@e 18 99599 udiums IFveusinineunuds
3 a a g A o @ a o a A ' a o = Y
Ausmsiidluaunamuuazisnedadulalumsduidufonisaieg vesusen Taehlila

' g
szyvisoIzesuiiugle

o 1A
f39819N 17

Democrat to hold flood charity football match today
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Navy warns of high tides in mid and late-Oct
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Whenever I have to speak in public, I get butterflies in my stomach.
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Hope of peace went up in the smoke.
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His life also had a dark side. He took heroin for many years.
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Everything we have worked hard for is gone with the wind.
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A translation should mirror the style of the translator.
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Pat was still on the phone talking to her boyfriend when we come back an hour later.

@ ' 2(‘ d { @ @ d 1w [ a Y
arvgatilumsvend unndige Insaniegnuununasnininaniiesn lde
9 o = & & 1 & g 9 o v Hq Yo & ad
wenudnau ludnnilsya lusaowt Futlums 1ddwunusingeildnuiludndfie “on

a =2 @ d ) v g 1 ' v d
the phone” NMMWAINIIRY INIAWN usidwlanssdaNezulad “oguu Insann”

v 1A
N39814N 25

After the war, food prices went through the roof.
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Although the students don’t like taking exams, they have to bite the bullet.
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It can’t be helped. Don’t cry over spilt milk.
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After being ill for a long time, Tum has turned into a couch potato.
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The marathon motor biker had to keep going to break the record, so he couldn’t stop
very often.
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Would you please give me a hand?
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Well, at least he’s not always throwing wild parties or playing music all night.
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‘Music,” he said, ‘was like food or water for me.’
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No wonder Ping is becoming so fat. He eats like a horse.
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He looked at me for several endless seconds, the way a starving pit bull looks at raw

meat.
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[ don’t know what I ate this morning, but I have been as sick as a dog all day.
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- Laughter is medicine with no side effects.

= Laughter is a medicine with no side effects.

- Laughter is the medicine that there is not side effects.
- Laughing is medicine that doesn’t has side effect.

= Laughter is the medicine without side effect.

= Laugh is a drug there is no any side effect.
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Thailand is the only country in this region that has never lost her independence.
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It is said that love make blind.

- It is said that love makes blind.

- It is told that love makes people blind.

= Itis said that love makes people blind.
= It is said that love is made people are blind.
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- Love bring a pain and happy.

- Love bring a pain and happiness.

= Love bring pain and happiness.
= Love brings pain and happiness.
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When Pablo Picasso died in 1973, he left behind a great deal of work that neither

museums nor collectors had ever seen.
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When Americans first sent astronauts up into the space, they discovered that ball

point pens did not work.
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The Russians used a pencil.
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PTT plans another palm oil factory in Indonesia
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The marathon motor biker had to keep going to break the record, so he couldn’t stop
very often.
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His father usually flies to Japan in a private jet.
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If you visit Thailand, you should try some of the delicious desserts, like sweet sticky
rice.
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Hopes of achieving peace in Timor are rapidly fading away.
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‘Music,” he said, ‘was like food or water for me.’
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A translation should mirror the style of the translator.
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No wonder Ping is becoming so fat. He eats like a horse.
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I don’t know what I ate this morning, but [ have been as sick as a dog all day.
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Pat was still on the phone talking to her boyfriend when we come back an hour later.
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His father usually flies to Japan in a private jet.
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The audience gave him a big hand.
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- Heis very angry.

- He is very angry right now.

- She is very angry.

= Itis so terrible.

- Veryan

- He are very angry.
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Pam is very slim because she eats like a bird.
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I have not seen my uncle for five years, it seems like he has vanished into thin air.
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He looked at me for several endless seconds, the way a starving pit bull looks at raw

meat.

@ o 1

Y a a g @
- [WeININNY S'I'Jﬂ‘lJ'J'lilzﬂuLﬁE]ﬂﬂuluﬂﬂu

a ' ¢ o 4 { 4 & v ]
TusredratilumsldgluuionSouiisuaundewesdndoniisedie lias

9 s 1 @

@ v @ da {o v a 2 4 a ' [}
Mg snugviugRayaimami Inedewesswilofun gasewuinindnuidulvngld

1
as @ 9 d a @ 9 @ (==1 =] d'
’Jﬁﬂ'\‘iLL‘]JﬁLLUUﬂiQﬂ’JLLﬁ%i‘Kﬂ'lWW%uﬂi%&ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬂﬂ Lmﬂuagﬂu\iﬂuﬂuﬂﬁBBﬂN"IIﬂU

A

o { o/ U a a &' W : <
l¥dunu Inentianununaieumes]d e “s1dunziudoanuileny” detoiuiluns

et (<] @ a A 9 [ a 3’1 A o 1 é’l’
ilana LWS'I%LlJuﬂ'li5ﬂ‘H'lﬂTW‘llﬂﬂE]"lﬂ"lﬁ‘H'JIﬁEJ'V]LﬂfJ'J‘UENﬂ‘]Jﬂ']Sﬂu FIUNNYIUAI “IUD”

[} a @ 9 v a 9
wummau“lumuauumma

o 1A
1388197 61

Don’t tell Bank anything secret: he’s known for having a big mouth.
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That beautiful woman was born with a silver spoon in her mouth.
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He gave a sign of relief when his daughter won by a nose.
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