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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF FEMALE IMAGES IN THE LITERARY WORKS,
“MOMENT IN PEKING” AND “THE FOUR REIGNS”
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By Mr. Li Xiaoxiao

Identification No. 524035

Advisor Associate Professor Dr. Fan Jun
Degree Master of Arts (M.A.)
Major Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature
Academic Year 2010
ABSTRACT

“Moment in Peking” written by a Chinese writer called Lin Yutang and “Four Reigns”
written by a Thai writer named Kukrit Pramoj are very important novels in terms of contemporary
literature for both China and Thailand. = They were written by male writers, but had created a
large number of female images in the novels, reflecting ways of lives and constant changes of the
respective societies. By comparing and analyzing the female images between the two novels, it
would give us a better understanding of similarities and differences of societies, cultures and
social values of the two nations. This would be beneficial to further attempts in search of common
aesthetic value of oriental literature in the future.

Among the personality of characteristics in the novels portrayed by the two writers,
female images have been vivid in every manner and almost in perfect form. Some female images
are ideal characters in the minds of the writers, some are aggressive and fully aware of themselves,
yet there are some born with female characters in the feudal society. Lastly, there are some with
unique images which only exist in oriental societies that is to become minor wives. As far as I
know, there has never been a thesis studying about the comparison of these two novels before,
especially on the point of comparing and analyzing the minor wife images in China and Thailand;
therefore, the writer of this thesis believes it should have innovative views in this thesis. This
thesis comprises four chapters. The first three chapters describe the background of the writers,
female images and minor wife images, and the fourth chapter gives a summary of the reasons

which result in differences of these females.

Keywords : Moment in Peking, Four Reigns, Female images, Minor wife images,

Comparative Study
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