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Abstract

The purposes of this study are to 1) study the history of performing the
shadow puppets and Nohra dance, a form of public entertainment in the south of
Thailand, 2) study the procedures of the creation of “Man Puppet on Ta-lung
Nohra”, and 3) disseminate the work or performance of “Man Puppet on Ta-lung Nohra”
to the public.

It was found that the history of performing the shadow puppets was
a symbol of people in the south of Thailand. Ta-lung was the performance used the
fisures made of leather and controlled by the dancer who made the figures move.
The dancer’s duties were performing the puppets, narrating, and speaking at the
same time. There were six characters in Ta-lung: the giant, the hermit, the governor,
the leading actor, the leading actress, and the clown. The well known stories
performed were about the royal family, such as Ramayana, the former
incarnations of Lord Buddha, and the law of karma, all of which were done in
southern language. But for the leading characters and the governor, central Thai was
used. The music used in the performance were the drums, tup, mong, fiddle,
cymbal, and flute. In the present time, the music was combined with modern music.

Nohra dance is the native or folk performance of the south. The history came from



2 ways: the belief of Nohra dance in Lakorn Chatree of central Thai and the belief from
retelling of Khun Sri Sattha’s legend. There were 17 dances altogether.
They were tha somn rum, tha kru-rum-tiem-baa, tha pot-plong-long-maa, tha rum-tiem-
pok, tha wad-wai, tha fai-ok, tha pha-la, tha yok-soong-samoe-naa, tha phuang-
dokmai, tha rum-khoam-wein, tha roop-khien, tha kanok-khoam-wein, tha rum-kra-
sien- paadtaan, tha chan-ni-sawoie-nut, tha phra-phut-ta-chao, tha ham-maan,
and tha phra-raam-ca-kham-samut. There were 12 dances from tha rum mae bot on
the line of Khun Yupathumnarakorn. They were tha yoen-phanom-mue, tha cip-sai,
tha cip-khwa, tha cip-sai-phieng-eiw, tha cip-khwa-phieng-eiw, tha cip-sai-wai-lang,
tha cip-khwa-wai-lang, tha cip-khang-phieng-baa-sai, tha cip-khang-phieng-baa-khwa,
tha cip-sai-samoe-naa, tha cip-khwa-samoe-naa, and tha khaw-khwai.

Nohra costumes imitated those of the king’s sewn with beads. There were
5 pieces of the costumes: phan-ok, 2 shoulders: left and right, ping-khor: front and
back. The ornaments consisted of serd, pha-thung, naa-phaa, phaa-hoi, hang-hong,
kamlai khor-mue, kam-lai-ton-khaen, tap-suang, and peek-nok-aen.The musical
instruments were flutes, tup, the drums, cymbal, mong and krap.

The creation of “Man Puppet Ta-lung Nohra” has created the new tune of
music using folk music of the south combined with modern music. The dances of
“Man Puppet Ta-lung Nohra” was done by using the idea of communication to see
the value of performing the shadow puppets. Performing the shadow puppets
combined with Nohra dances have made the movements of various types following
the actions of Ta-lung figures, which were controlled by the puppet performer.
The Ta-lung figures were the leading actor, the leading actress, the giant, and the
clown. These were brought to create the performance following the theory of
artificial dance to make different stances for beauty. This included the idea of making
costumes to be consistent with Nohra costumes as those of the king’s and of the
leading actor’s or of the governor’s in Ta-lung. All of these were brought to be
designed as the identity of the  performance of “Man Puppet Ta-lung Nohra”.

The performance took 4.19 minutes with 24 dances altogether.



Dissemination of the work, the “Man Puppet Ta-lung Nohra” to the public.
The audience were satisfied at the high point, with an average of 4.59. The work with
the highest satisfaction was the creation of the dances in the performance, which got
an average of 4.86. The second was the emotional expressions showing characters of
the performers (the leading actor, the leading actress, the clown, and the giant)
which got an average of 4.65. The harmonious performing of the performer and the
dancer got 4.55, respectively. The lowest satisfaction was  the design of costumes

used in the performance, which got only 4.45.
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