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Abstract

This research aimed (1) to study the development and form of talisman that
occurs in relation to the issue of life problems, economic, and social conditions (2) to
study the symbols of Buddhism in the books of Thai Yantra (3) to study the knowledge,
understanding, beliefs and religious symbols that appear in the talisman of the Thai
population.

The research combined both qualitative and quantitative study from the
texts, and field studies by in-depth interviews, observation, and questionnaire. The data
then were analyzed and synthesized with qualitative information. The analysis of data in
each item was requested by the frequency distribution for the number and percentage
with an instant program. The findings are summarized as follows;

Thai Yantra meant to shorten stories about Buddhism and other beliefs which
made them easy to remember and apply. The stories were configured by the media
through the shapes, lines, characters, figures, images, incantation, and other elements.
The Thai Yantra has developed from faith in mystical incantation scripture of
Brahmanism through Brahmanism and Mantrayana Buddhism that has been integrated
with local faith in Thai society then became a talisman of the Thai identity since the

Suvarnabhumi era.



The formation of the Thai Yantra was made up in the various shaped which
were mostly geometrical shapes such as sphere, triangle, rectangular, and the other
independent forms. However, the purpose of using them was categorized into 2 types.
One is positively purpose that classified as white magic such as great mercy,
defending, and fortune. The other is negatively purpose that classified as black magic
creating destruction, hurts, or fascinating for people.

The development and the patterns of the Thai Yantra were relatively caused
by the lacks of knowledge about facts as well as by the feeling of fear and the
compensation demand. The samples used the Thai Yantra for protection evil demon
spirits, to achieve great fortune, or for having a good business and jobs. Having Thai
Yantra showed relationship with the habits and life problems of individuals as well.

The Thai Yantra is a holistic of the symbols of Buddhism. Also, shapes, lined
pictures, characters, numbers, incantation, and other elements convey the Buddha,
Buddha’s Dharma teachings, Buddhist disciples, scripture, religious ceremony, holy
object, sacred object, Thep (deity), giant, human, animal, and stories appear in the
literature of Buddhism. These can be considered as a great wisdom of ancient master
that convey the Buddhism stories through the Buddhism symbols via various media with
the objectives as follows;

1. for Dharma teaching and learning in order to preserve the Buddhism
religion.

2. for training the mind concentration and self controlling to maintain
Buddhism faith in the goodness morality.

3. for convincing people to believe in Buddhism and for practicing Dharma
such as doing charity, applying Benjasilpa (the five commandments of the Buddha),
praying for mental stability, and practicing mental meditation.

4. for using as a tool to solve the life problem of people who believed in the
Thai Yantra, to relieve suffering and anxiety concerns, and to build up confidence in life.

5. for creating and inheriting art which is beautiful valuable cultural heritage
of the nation to the future generations who have studied the wisdom of Thai ancestors.

In term of knowledge and understanding of the Thai Yantra showed that the

majority know a talisman from the others by listening mostly to the stories about magical



power, supernaturalism, and the meaning of religious symbols from the picture in the
talisman. However, they did not deeply understand the essence of Buddhism. They
know that Yantra is a matter of Buddhism ritual and symbols that are used in Thai
talisman to achieve holiness.

In term of belief, the majority believes that the power of the talisman in
Thailand in various fields is true. What made a sacred talisman supernatural were the
characters and incantation or a magical talisman, which do not translate into Thai as well
as the steadfast of mind power to create a talisman. They also believed that compliance
with the prohibition of the use of talisman and behave in a moral will allow a sacred
talisman more.

In term of implementation of the Thai Yantra, the majority used it to prevent
themselves from the evil demon spirits, to receive a good fortune, to promote trade, and
to get good occupations. They will choose to use the talisman from the famous master
with a reputation for holiness and its beautiful figure. In addition, they use the talisman to
ensure life-living reminding them to do more charity, maintain applying Benjasilpa, pray

for mental stability as in the Trisorana, and practice mental meditation.
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