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Factors Affecting the HCU Chinese Major and Traditional Chinese Medicine

Students’ Productions of the Chinese Consonant sounds , Vowel, and Tones
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Abstract

This basic research is aimed to study the students’ pronunciations of Chinese
consonant sounds, vowels, and tones to enable the teacher to identify the factors and
causes of why students cannot pronounce correctly. The teacher then can apply and

improve the teaching more effectively.

The research device can be divided into 1) interviewing which includes reading
consonant tests, 2) testing with single and compound vowels, and 3) testing single
syllable words, two-syllable words, and sentences with different consonants, vowels,
and tones. The tests are conducted with 30 Chinese students and 30 Traditional
Chinese Medicine (TCM) students by Chinese professors. The professors will test one
student at a time. The researcher creates the pilot interview by interviewing third year

students so the interview can be adjusted and improved later. The interviews are



corrected by Chinese professors in order to create the appropriate and valid content of
the questions and the use of language. The researcher conducts the interview and

analyzes data at the end.

The findings about the factors affecting consonants, vowels, and tones in the tests
arel) students of both majors cannot pronounce the consonant sounds that are
different from Thai, 2) students cannot pronounce the cluster vowels, 3) students do
not understand pinyin rules correctly which leads to problems in pronouncing the
reduction of vowel sounds, 4) students always pronounce low tone as sound 4 and
have difficulties in changing the tone, 5) TCM students are confused between pinyin

system and English.

The findings about the interviewing are 1) even though Chinese students have
some basic in Chinese, they have problems in pronouncing sounds that are different
from Thai, 2) most TCM students have no basic in Chinese, but all of them pay hard
attention in classes because they have their goals in Chinese medicine. Also, TCM
students have more Chinese classes in a week than Chinese students. These help them
have less problems in pronouncing those consonant sounds. And some TCM students

have the same problems in reading as Chinese students do.

This research result will be beneficial for the Chinese Department and instructors
in planning the classes exercises, including testing to fit the students’ levels. The next
research should study the comparison of the students who have no Chinese basic and
the ones who have Chinese basic (dialect) about the effectiveness if pinyin phonetic
system. It can also be a study on the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and
writing to develop the students’ ability in studying pinyin.
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