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BELIEFS, RITUALS AND ROLES OF THE HOKKIEN SHRINE:
A CASE STUDY OF TALAD-NEUA SUB-DISTRICT, MUEANG DISTRICT, PHUKET PROVINCE

Wang Yanmi
Master of Arts (Communicative Thai as a Second Language)

Thesis Advisors: Dr. Jansuda Chaiprasert
ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims to analyze beliefs, rituals and roles in Phuket Province of Chinese
Hokkien Shrines in Taladneua Sub-district, Mueang District, Phuket Province. Documentary and field trip
studies are research methodologies. Fifty-five informants were a sample group, including the chair or a
member of the managing board of the shrine; care takers of the shrine; ritual practitioners; vendors in the
shrine; and worshippers of the shrine. The sample group is particularly and randomly selected; data is
gathered by in-depth interviewing. Research findings are reported as a descriptive analysis.

The research finds four over 100-year-old shrines in Taladneua Sub-district, including Mae-ya-
ngang Shrine; Jaw-ong Shrine; Budh-jaw Shrine; and Jui-tui-tao-bo-kaeng Shrine. Eight beliefs are found,
relating to 1) health; 2) luck; 3) safety; 4) work; 5) wishing for offspring; 6) naming; 7) bad luck correcting; and
8) wishing for love. Since all four shrines belong to Chinese Hokkien, the beliefs found are similar, especially
wishing for luck and safety. However, each shrine worships different major gods, so some beliefs are
different. For health wishing, most people like to visit Jaw-ong, Budh-jaw and Jui-tui-tao-bo-kaeng Shrines;
while wishing for work, Jaw-ong and Budh-jaw are most visited. For bad luck correcting, Budh-jaw and Jui-
tui-tao-bo-kaeng Shrines are well-known. In conclusion, Budh-jaw Shrine is the biggest and worships the
most numbers of god, so all eight beliefs are noted.

For rituals, five major rituals related to annual festivals are found practiced at the shrines,
including 1) Chinese New Year and Yuan-xiao Festivals; 2) Xiao-boy-por (Por-tor) Festival; 3) Zhong-giu or
Moon Festival; 4) Vegetarian Festival, and 5) Sare-yid (birthday) Ceremony. All four shrines offer the same
three rituals of Kaeng-te (Worshipping with tea); Koh-kun (Offering feast to soldiers); and Qia-hoy (Inviting the
sacred fire). However, each shrine has different major gods, so some festivals are optionally practiced at
some shrines, as the following.  On Xiao-boy-por (Por-tor) Festival, only Jaw-ong Shrine holds the rituals,
while on Zhong-giu or Moon Festival, Mae-ya-ngang Shrine solely offers the rituals. For Vegetarian Festival,
only Jui-tui-tao-bo-kaeng Shrine is the center offering the rituals. Only on Sare-yid (birthday) Ceremony,
every shrine commonly holds the rituals to worship their major gods. By all beliefs and rituals as stated,
four roles affecting Phuket Province are observed, including 1) mental role; 2) social role; 3) economic role,
and 4) cultural role. In conclusion, the four shrines are religious places assisting in conservation of culture
which is the root of Chinese Hokkien; the shrines are also inheritance learning centers for later generations.

Keyword: belief, ritual, Chinese Hokkien Shrien, Phuket, Taladneua Sub-district
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