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ABSTRACT

This independent study was a qualitative research in order to study the reasons,
attitudes, motivations, problems / obstacles, and ways to increase the quantity of
bone marrow donors deriving from repeated blood donors who had donated their blood
more than 2 times. 24 repeated blood donors were selected as key informants for
this study by chance. They were divided into 3 groups:- Group |, 16 repeated
blood donors who had not registered to be bone marrow donors yet ; group I,
6 repeated blood donors who had already registered to be bone marrow donors ; and
group I, 2 repeated blood donors who had already registered to be bone marrow
donors, and donated their bone marrow already. The data were collected by using
in-depth interviews and observations. After receiving the complete data according to
the raised issues, the data were analyzed by the content analysis methodology.

The findings of this study were as followed : 58.33% of key informants were
female, their average age was 28.92+5.52 years old, 66.67% graduated at
undergraduate level, and 70.83% were single. 33.33% had donated their blood 1 time
per year and 29.17% had done 2 times per year. For the reasons of repeated
blood donation, 41.67% of them believed that it was good to help other people, 33.33%
believed that it was good for their health. 31.25% of group | had not heard about
the bone marrow donation before, but group II and lll had already known. 31.58% of
the ones who had already known about the bone marrow got the knowledge from

the brochures, 26.31% from the internet, 26.31% from the television, and 10.53% from



public relation (PR) personnels, The knowledge and understanding of key informants
in group | were poor while the other groups were good including the benefit,
the characteristic of donors and the method of bone marrow donation. And the reasons,
why they were interested in registering, were found that 50.00% in group | wanted to
help other people, and 37.50% had realized the lack of the bone marrow to cure
the patients. 50.00% of group Il registered because they were health professionals and
knowed bone marrow, and, thus, they were willing to donate their bone marrow. And
33.33% of them wanted to help other people. Group lll, they donated bone marrow
because they wanted to help other people and they had known well about
the bone marrow. On the contrary, the reasons why the blood donors were not
interested in registering to be the bone marrow donors were the lack of knowledge and
understanding. If the blood donors had had sufficient knowledge and understanding
about the bone marrow, most of them would have registered to be the bone marrow
donors. The other factors to make decision in donating their bone marrow were their
family, society, and economic situation.

The problems/obstacles on the increasing of the quantity of the bone marrow
donors were found that 37.50% of the blood donors had insufficient knowledge about
the bone marrow, 25.00% had no understanding and 33.33% were discouraging
to donate it. The problems were, in general, caused by the insufficient knowledge about
the bone marrow. The solution and the campaigns for increasing the quantity of
the bone marrow donors were stated from the opinions of all 3 groups in the same way
as followed:

1) Increasing the PR achieves, more media and channels of advertising
especially to the up country region.

2) Cooperating with the donation officers to persuade the blood donors
to register as bone marrow donors.

3) The budget and manpower supports of both government and private sectors.
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