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REFLECTIONS OF THAI TEENAGERS IN THAI NATIONAL BOOK FAIR
AWARDED YOUNG ADULTS FICTION DURING 2015-2019

LI XING 626010
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze reflections of Thai teenagers, focusing on their
problems and solutions, in fiction for young adults awarded Thai National Book Fair, during
2015-2019. Ten awarded titles were studied. Research findings were reported as a
descriptive analysis.

Five aspects of reflections of Thai teenagers in the studied works were found, as the
following. 1) Ways of life — rural teenagers lived closely to the nature, while urban teenagers
lived conveniently the city lifestyle. 2) Education—socialization from families and the formal
education from schools were two sources of knowledge for Thai teenagers, which the former
source basically supported the latter. 3 ) Relationships—most teenagers had close
relationships with their family members, friends and teachers. 4) Moral-Thai teenagers were
taught to be grateful, considerate, honest and responsible. 5) Social values-Thai teenagers
preferred to make uses of their free time, focusing on education; their dreams of profession
were varieties.

For problems of Thai teenagers and their solutions, five areas were noticeable,
including: 1) family problems; 2) educational problems; 3) behavioural problems; 4) security
problems; and 5) psychological problems. The solutions were mainly reflected as all
stakeholders—parents; educators; community members; and teenagers themselves-should
cooperatively take care of the problems. Parents should love and well culturalize their
children. Teenagers should support to strengthen the economy of families. Educators and

community members should be aware of problems of teenagers and assisted them.

Keywords: reflections of Thai teenagers, fiction for young adults, Thai National Book Fair

Award
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