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ABSTRACT

This researeh aimed to study the atttudes towards of Sugmatization apd social suppon
related torelationships of Lesbian Couples in Bangkok. The purposes weré!

I. To study characteristics of Lesbun relanonships.

2. Tastudy the attitude towards stigmatizes of Lesbian relationships,

3. To study the social support

4. Twstudy factors related to relationshiips of leshian couples

Three most popular websites were selected from different sixteen Lesbian websites as the
samples. These websites comprised approximately 800 members. However volunteer samples
were not enough therefore out of websites valunteer samples were selected mare to complete the
samples of size 15 leshians

The criterions of selected representative groups were that they must be a couple whao
apparently stay together at least 3odays per week and have been living together for at least 6
menths in Bangkek. Their age range were between 20 to 60. Fifteen of them were equally divided
into 3 age groups, 5 leshians in each group of 20-29,30-39 and 40 up

In-depth interview was used as the tool for data collection in this qualitative research.

The result from content analysis generally showed that the youngest sample was 23 and
the oldest was 49, The age difference between a couple approximately 2-3 years and the most age
difference was 10 years.

Maost of them experienced family life only with leshian relationships except one had

sexual relation with man and had children. The average education is bachelor degree and the



(&)

highest was Master Degree. Though the lowest education was high school level, they had a secure
finuncial status due to their secure occupations and regular incomes. The highest incomes eamed
by one lesbian is around 200,000 Baht, the lowest 1s 10,000 Baht and that makes the average
income of 30,000 Bath per month,

As 2 result of analyzing the attitude on stipmatization, it was found that lesbian couples
had positive attitudes on it and this shghtly influenced their relutionships that meaned leshian
couples who understand the reaction of others rather had good relationships in family life.

As for the social support, it was found that the social support positively related 1o
relationship of Teshian couples.

Analyzing the self-esteem of individual within a Jesbian relationship, results show that
cach individual has strong feelings regarding their own value within society as well as the value
of the relationship within society. Since soeiety has been more accepting and positive attitude
towards leshian relationships,

As for the characteristics of leshian relationship it was found that they have zood
relationship, agreement, satisfaction, umty and affection for cach other. Factars effecting good
relationship, were |) attitude towards stigmatization 2) social support 3) self-esteem

Findings. indicgted that relationship characteristies of lesbians was pood due to high
sociomeconomic status and high education of the samples. Their family accepted their relationship.
Their supervisar supported them in their work duty and capability. Lastly the relevant finding
was the high self-esteem of the leshian. They had free thinking and did not feel the stigmatization
from seciety, In other word, they did not feel much reaction from society.

Everyone is part of sosiety, So related offices such as educational institution should
emphasize on providing knowledge in sex education. Government and private ‘sectors should
support occupation equally, Mass media should present image with good understanding and

present the fact to society in order to create acceptance and freedom of the individual way af

hiving.
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