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the First Pages of Newspaper: A Study of University Students
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Degree Master of Social Work (M.S.W.)
Major Social Administration
Academic Year 2002
ABSTRACT

The study of the factors influencing the feeling after seeing crimes pictures on the first
page of newspaper of the students in Bangkok and boundary. The purpose of this study is to
analize the individual factors among sex, family status, the way of nurture and sitting,
approaching of public news and informations of the students, the character of the publication of
the mass medias, such as the concealing of the news and information, the image size of
publication presented. All these shall result and reflect the fecling of the students. The sample
being surveyed is the university students in Bangkok metropolitan area and boundary from both
the state and private universities Samples were 330 students, comprising of 60%of male 40% of
female The average age is in between 20 — 21 years old which is 58.1%. Most of the students
which is 74.3% dwell in a nuclear family whore parents living togerther. According to the
survey, it was found that most of them had a good relationship . 55% were taken good care from
their parents and 65.7% obtained good family nurture and sitting from the parent.

In this study, 4 popular newspapers were selected to be analysed namely Thairaht, Daiiy
News, Khomchadluck, Khaosod. According to the survey, during September through December
2545, it was found that Thairaht most of published most crimes pictures with number of 52
and with the size of 5x4 and 5x3 inches. These pictures were less concealed. Secondiy,
Daily News published 33 crimes pictures are in 5 x 4 and 5 x 3 inches. Thirdly Khaosod
newspaper published‘iz pictures, most of these pictures were medium and less conceded. Lastly

Khomchudluck newspaper published less criininai news.



(%)

The finding indicated that most student (182 students which was 71.9%) read Thairath
It was found that generally the students just read the newpapers by neglecting of its worthiness.
They do not justify the news suitable to their ages.

In term of crimes pictures presented, according to the study, it was found that the
newspapers presented crimes pictures which might influence the feelings more than ordinary
news. This type of presentation effective the feelings of viewers. 132 students felt (41.9% ) felt
sad, 110 students (31%) felt fear and 111 students (33.9%) wished to see improvement of
newspresentalions. better amendment. This feeling might occur in their consciousness or
subconscious.

Throught the muytiple regression analysis, the finding indicated that independent
variables whitch were sex, approaching to the public news information of the studnts and
the concealiong of the crimein pictures were related dependent variable.

Through this study it was found that see had statistical significant effected to feeling of
student at .001 level which meant male and female students had different feeling after seeing
crimes pictures on first page of newspapers. The approaching public news behavior of students
had positive relationship with feeling of students with statistical significant effect at .05 level.
That meant that, the more students approached to news the more they would be sensitived to
crime pictures. Lastly, concealing of crimes pictures had negative relationship with feeling of
students and statistical significant had effect at .05 level. Crimes pictures with less concealing
would effect more to feelling of students.

Hypotheses

1" Hypothesis : Students with different beckqround were not different in feeling
after seeing crimes pictures . The finding indicated that sex had statistical significant relationship
with feeling. Therefor this hypothesis was accepted in same part.

™ Hypothesis : Behavior on approaching to public news of students effected feeling
after seeing crimes picture of students. Students who approached more to public news would be
more sensitive to crimes pictures. Therefor the second hypothesis was accepted.

. i Hypothesis : Students received different characteristics of crime pictures had
different degree of t."eeling towards crimes pictures. The third hypothesis was partly accepted.

The less concealing of crimes picture effected more to feeling of student.



Suggestion : As for the next study, the content of crime, attitude and feeling of people
who were in crimes pictures should be studied on. Interview and open end questionnaire should

be applied in the research method to obtain deeper and cleared data.
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