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Abstract

This research aimed to study the Lisu tribal culture in Thailand and China
by comparing cultures of both ethnic groups. The primary data was from the
interview of Lisu people in Thailand and China while secondary data gathering
from literature review. The data was analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The research found that Lisu cultures in both countries reflected on
similarities and differences in terms of food, getting dressed, and beliefs. In term
of food, there were the similarities in both ethnic groups that they had maize
porridge, sticky rice dessert and Kuecha Papa (corn dessert). The differences, Thai
Lisu had raw chopped pork, corn juice, while Chinese Lisu always had "Sa-la"
(chartreuse). Although those Lisu groups in Thailand and China were likely
originated in the same area, their cultures were different when migrating to a
different country environment and landscape. These could be seen in the way
they dressed: Lisu women in Thailand wear long shirts and shorts due to
convenient working, whereas Lisu women in China wear short sleeve shirts and
long skirts to keep warm. The beliefs of the Lisu in Thailand and China were
similar, in two matters, they belief in ancestors and Christianity which have a long

history in their groups.

Keywords : Culture, Ethnic Group, Lisu Ethnic People, Autonomous Prefecture
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