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Xian Tian Dao of Thai-Chinese in Bangkok and Samutprakarn Province
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Abstract

This research is done in continuation of the research, “Paknam, the Old Port: Chinese
Believes and the Way of Life” (2013), and also aim to study about perception of Bangkok and
Samutprakarn Chinese religions and believes.

From the conclusion of the former research, we are aware of the various Chinese religion
beliefs in Samutprakan; namely Mahayana Buddhism (K 3&{#24), Daoism (J& #{), Sanjiao (E‘:
#0), Hou Tian Dao (J5 Ki&), Xian Tian Dao (55 KI1H), and Yi Guan Dao (— 51 i&). The beliefs
were diversely spread throughout China at different times. Each belief has a different timeline of
prosperity, some sooner, and some later. The immigration of Chinese immigrants to Bangkok and
Samutprakarn also carry the similar time frame of the prosperity from the mother country. The
beginning of the Chinese religion and beliefs in Bangkok and Samutprakarn were aligned with
Daoism, because Daoism had a long history in the Chinese way of life. This is why there were a lot
of Chinese Daoism temples built in the Chinese area of both cities, Bangkok and Samutprakarn.
Other than its religious functions, these Chinese Daoism and other believes temples represented the
center of Chinese area for Chinese immigrants in different areas.

The results of the research showed that one of the most important Chinese religious places
in Thailand is the “Vegetarian hall.” The oldest vegetarian hall in Bangkok is called “Hok Yiang
Xiang Teng” (15 1% 3% 3 -Tiechiew). The oldest vegetarian hall in Samutprakan, in contrast, is
“Meng Jing Xiang Teng” (B 3 3% % -Tiechiew). The Xian Tian Dao in Bangkok are mostly the
real Sanjiao. In Samutprakan, however, it appears that the people are mainly concerned Daoism
than Sanjiao and Mahayana Buddhism. Nevertheless, the “Vegetarian hall” both in Bangkok and
Samutprakan are slowly declining due to the fact that both cities are affected by inner factors and

outer factors.
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