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Beliefs and Rites of Guanyin Goddess of Thai-Chinese People in Yaowarach Area
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Abstract

This research aimed to study the beliefs and rites relating to Guanyin Goddess of Thai-
Chinese pecple in Yacwarach area. The area of stucly was three religious places where images of
Guanyin Goddess were situated, including (1) Wat Mongkorngamalawas; (2) Tlanfa Foundation; and
3) Wacharabodhisatan Mongkoltan.  Study methods were informal interviews with participants of
the rites and rites performers, both monks and civilians, and the area and atmosphere
observations while rites were performing. The study found two Guanyin Goddess-related beliefs,
which were: (1) Myth of the goddess — Thai-Chinese pecple believe that Guanyin Goddess was the
gracious incarnation of the Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara. The eoddess could save the sufferers and

bless prosperities to faithful followers. (2) Five blessings of the goddess - it is believed that
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Guanyin Goddess could bestow luck, charm, sickness termination, safety, and the birth of babies.
For the rites relating to the goddess, two manners were found: (1) Birth myth-related rites-Thai-
Chinese people would dress in white symbolling purity, eat vegetarian, and go to pray at the
temples on the birthday cf the goddess; and (2) festivals-related rites—on Chinese three main
festivals, which are the Chinese New Year Day, the Full Moon Worship Day, and the Vegetarian
Festival, Thai-Chinese people would pray to the goddess and make merits, such as freeing caught

birds or fish.
Keywords : beliefs, rites, Guanyin Goddess, Tha-Chinese pecple
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