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THE INHERITANCE AND THE CHANGING OF THE WAYS OF LIFE OF THE LUA TRIBER :

A CASE STUDY IN NONGKHAME DISTRICT BANGKOK

LIUPING QIN
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: TEERACHOOT KERDKAEW, Assoc.Prof., Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims to study ways of life of the lua triber, in
Nong-kham district of Bangkok, and analyze the continuing and transforming of their
ways. Research methodologies include documentary study and field-trip of in-depth
interviewing of twenty-five informants from the lua triber in the studied area.
Research findings are reported as a descriptive analysis.

The study finds four aspects of ways of life, still continuing, of the lua
triber, as the following. 1) Daily routines, including codes of dressing; communicative
language; food; professions; and sickness treatments. 2) Traditions, dealing with the
circle of life and social practices. 3) Beliefs and religion, and 4) art and crafts. For the
continuing of stated ways of life of the Lua, four factors are found, including families;
communities; the Luo Association and application of modern communicative
technology for spreading their cultural ways of life, as learning materials, among their
group and the others. For the transforming of their ways of life, four factors are found
as well, including displacing; marriage to other cultural groups; education; and social
and technological changes. Moreover, the study also notices some threats of
disappearing of the studied Luo ways of life, including decaying of residences;
adopting of neighboring culture, such as funeral, language, and beliefs. Without

cooperation of stake holders, this cultural ethnic group studied is at risk.

Keywords: ways of life, continuing, transforming, lua triber
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