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The Hero’s Journey in ‘Thang Devata’ by Kaewkao
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Abstract

The objective of this article is to analyze a contemporary Thai novel, ‘Thang Devata’ written
by Kaewkao, according Christopher Vogler’s theory of The Hero’s Journey to see if the journey of a
hero in contemporary Thai novel conforms with Vogler’s theory. The result of this study reveals
that Kaewkao finds inspiration from prior texts which are the Thai literary work, ‘Sang Thong’, a
drama composed by King Rama Il in order to create plot, character and theme in ‘Thang Devata’.
Consequently, her novel presents new concept and new perspective through the newly
interpreted plot, character and theme ‘elucidating the inner beauty and ugly body with virtue
aspect whose abilities are beyond human being’. The character of ‘Thang Devata’ conformed to
Vogler’s theory of The Hero’s Journey in three main facets (12 stages): Departure, Initiation and
Return. In conclusion, The Hero’s Journey in contemporary Thai novel has been employed to

fascinate and attract the reader. Kaewkao is skillful to use the Thai literary work in creating her
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contemporary Thai novel by changing, adjusting and adding certain details as appropriate to make

her main character as a modern hero and appealing to the contemporary taste.
Keywords : The Hero’s Journey, Christopher Vogler, Contemporary Thai Novel, Sang Thong
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azAslengfesnIigaaNaInsaazaRnuvesnelisUdnualsusiides wWisuldiuiduisyswluun
fenesuaieilasadnnsiunwaysefidonndosiuwnnavedinaesudell
WUIAALATIATIINTHUNIIVBITYTE (The Hero’s Journey)

Tnseadaios MAAUNIY89TTYTY (The Hero’s Journey) nwiade The Writer’s Joumey:
Mythic Structure for Writers vas a3alawas 13aLaes (Christopher Vogler) dniguunaineunsaoadyn
g120uii WuuAsiRaunaInuIAnves Tawe uatiiuad (Joseph Campbell) tinmwinsaium?
ol3iu annmifsde The Hero with a Thousand Faces Gawdsmsiiumaresisygvlusiutazimm
Unsaludlu 3 dumeulug) fe nsoeniiiums (Departure) N13ng¥aen1maaeu (nitiation) kagnls
WAuynandu (Return) dslunsiiums 3 suseulngidaudaty 17 wmnnsel hamesldhuuAnuasuausi
Wwadinuiu Uszend uazatdlassaieanafumsedisygelumneunsuaziGeadaslnilaowdadu 3
fupoulmgwuientu wiansuumgnsaiasvie 12 wenisal Welimnzaufunindeuunameuns
WilFannsiieuiisuunnnvediamesiazuausiiuad (Christopher Vogler, 2007: 6) asialuil

COMPARISON OF OUTLINES AND TERMINOLOGY

The Writer’s Journey The Hero with a Thousand Faces
Act One Departure, Separation
(Funewd 1) (M522NLAUNIY)
1. Ordinary World World of Common Day
(lanandey) (lananday)
2. Call to Adventure Call to Adventure
(Fea3ensodlioannagyde) (Fea3endodlioannagde)
3. Refusal of the Call Refusal of the Call
(M3Ufasideasenses) (MU asideasensas)
4. Meeting with the Mentor Supernatural Aid
(nswuifugduug) (ANUYILNFRINE N UNTOTTTUUF)
5. Crossing the First Threshold Crossing the First Threshold
(Msfmtunsuuaulugiiainl) (Msfmtunsuuaulugiiainlm)
Belly of the Whale
(Mg unse)




1007

Act Two

(VUNBUN 2)

Descent, Initiation, Penetration

(msidgdasnimagau)

6. Tests, Allies, Enemies

(Mnaaey, siusins, fAng)

Road of Trials

(uUNsgnIsNaEeU)

7. Approach to the Inmost Cave

(Msuhganunsalifuiudunsie)

8. Ordeal

(MInegeUINIUATIEn)

Meeting with the Goddess

(ASWUAUNEAT)

Woman as Temptress

miaddeula)

Atonement with the Father

(Mshatnwladnn)

Apotheosis

(Mslasusngasinduan)

9. Reward

(57978 / HARDULNU)

The Ultimate Boon

(Mskasus1eda)

Act Three (Junaudi 3)

Return (N1SLAUNIINAU)

10. The Road Back

(umanquglananiisy)

Refusal of the Return

(MyUrasnagiaunianauglananiday)

The Magic Flight

(NMsvaunteneIsuriaasse)

Rescue from Within

(MSIPTUANUIILNADATOATIN)

Crossing the Threshold

(Msnmtunsuuaunduluglananday)

Return

(ANSLAUNIINAY)

11. Resurrection

(GREGIZINY)

Master of the Two Worlds

(nsJugBdlngjvesviaandlan)

12. Return with the Elixir

(Msnaudlanandaynseuiudevue)

Freedom to Live

@asnmlunsarsadialulanaisioy)
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The Hero’s Journey Model ¥84 Christopher Vogler (2007: 9)

Act I
Act |

1. Ordinary

Return

Separation

2. Call to Adventure

12. Return with the Elixir

3. Refusal of the Call

11. Resurrection

Meeting with the ORDINARY WORLD

10. The Road Back

Crossing the First

SPECIAL WORLD
6. Tests, Allies, Enemies

9. Reward

(]
7. Approach to the Inmost Cave °
Act II-A Act II-B
Descent 8. Ordeal Initiation
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LA esuLUIAALIBIlATIATNNISAUNNNTDITTY THUBILANHLUATUNTATIERIAUTENBUNITHEN
Sodluunnmeuniseadyn NuIEINNININNeEUIEeIAYTYNBUYRAIBAET WU N1EFIRIAEAT N33
Tasedes nsddudedld nanldindunsszendlagiuuiAnvesianiiuadudnszinmeunsuas

Soaaadulmllmndueded (ngumen m wuesAe, 2552: 137)
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mjngevanudunmagiuguzaudusguarus1min ievsldudunmasuandeyalrgediaaiies
Usglamilsounuend drundiunranuguninuargasesivealinmuin insiewidesnisiiavainauysel
wlausuaziansedgusamiea

nEanduamniuiiaduaieu Tannselay Tuaseuniivufiendvegluruunaia
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Act One Departure
(Fumoud 1) N152ANLAUNIY
1. Ordinary World frazasiondumiamjuglnuiiondveguu
(lanansiy) nenthatduluasieanssd ennmieadunily

aleanfINITUNT o0l

2. Call to Adventure WafwIaIMUAYRY MINNULABIIAINATI
(Feasenodlivannsysie) assAlUgURvulanuywd ieavauygynaalu
3. Refusal of the Call wnamiiaaudLalainagldusunaanazay

9

(M3Ufiasideasenses) Wludeniinlndiduuywdnunuaudfiule
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4. Meeting with the Mentor

(MInuiugiuug)
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Useleyidigintonyweyd Jagauanuaunea
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5. Crossing the First Threshold

(Msfmtunsuuaulugiiainlg)

1 a [
wanvjuunialviiduaiuau lannselau

wnvegneulusuunaang fusenideanie

Yy v
1 a

= 4 aa A 1
v03ln8 @ ULANINTIANTIIUNS meamﬁigim

= v A o %
LQaEJ'JQa’]@m']@JLL@@JQﬁaWLaaﬂvb

Act Two

(VunaUN 2)

Initiation

(M3idgyrsmnagau)

6. Tests

(N1snadaav)

Allies

(WUsHAT)
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7. Approach to the Inmost Cave
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8. Ordeal

(MInegeUnsnaiian)
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auauiinsanssdlunsinduda Jsawnsaneu
maulagnsed desnaLAuETaRIRRUEY
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9. Reward auAulATuANUTLINIINGBUT BN ITIUTEINA

(57978 / HaNDUWNL)

Act Three Return
(Yunauin 3) (M3tAUNIINEU)
10. The Road Back WNHFYUSUUDAAUANILFUVIE ALY

(Mumanauglananiisy)

11. Resurrection auawamsae1yuzlaneliduse
(Msiinlv)

12. Return with the Elixir AUAUAINNTONGIUAIUAINTOUATAIIUAIY
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iazasiondumingunuuuaissd 2) @easenfedliennagde (Call to Adventure  Call to
Adventure) fhazasienlsfuidssFensedioanimumaiieluufuf asiefigaanuanunsavesnuiesly
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