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The comparison of representations of women in the periodical novel
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Abstract

This research aimed to comparatively analyze representations of women, focusing on the
protagonist called Gate-su-rang or Gala-kate, in the periodical novel called Buppesanniwas by
representation theories. It was found that representations of a woman at present versus in the
past were both the same and different in four aspects, including appearances; abilities; characters;

and roles.

For the appearance, both women in the past and at present prioritized countenance
beauty. The present woman, though unattractive, was able to adjust her beauty; while the woman

in the past, though attractive, still had to nourish her beauty. On the ability aspect, representations
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of the woman in the past focused on a capable housewife; while the present woman was both
efficient in household management and profession. For the character aspect, the present women
were compassionate and brave; however, the woman in the past were polite and delicate. For
social status, the woman in the past mainly involved with her household duties, yet the present
one held both roles dealing with housework and taking educational opportunities. Eventually, the
differences of stated representations of women were fruitfulness of political; social; educational

changes and progressive attitudes toward women in Thai society.
Keywords : representations, periodical novel, Buppesanniwas
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