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Abstract

This research aimed to study cross-cultural communication adaptation of three Thai teachers
in Guangxi Foreign Language University. The sample group was specifically selected. Data was
gathered by observation and in depth interviews. Research findings were reported as a descriptive
analysis. The research found that in the beginning the Thai teachers in Guangxi Foreign Language

University experienced cultural shocks; however, since some Thai and Chinese traditions were
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closed, so the teachers eventually adjusted themselves to the new environment. For the different
Chinese classrooms, the main problem was communication with the Chinese students. Besides
general adaptations, the Thai teachers overcame the cross-cultural problem by various ways, for
example participating traditional or major Chinese activities; learning Chinese culture through
variety of media; using body language in daily communication, in learning Chinese and in
classrooms. Moreover, the Chinese colleagues also assisted the Thai teachers a lot in perceiving
Chinese culture and made the adaptation successful, both in cross-cultural communication; in
designing appropriate and efficient lesson plans; and in communication with Chinese students

effectively.
Keywords : adaptation, cross-cultural communication, Thai teachers in a Chinese university
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