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Abstracl

The ohjéctives of this siudy were 1o examine the nsk facturs, drugs use and their
decisions on using druge of streel children in Bangkok and Peripheral areas. There were
200 samples and SPSS for Window was used 1o analyse percentage, correlation and
Mulliple Regression.

It was found that the majority of samples wes male, aged between 15 — 19 years,
with the mean-age of 17. Mosl of them were grand children, who had education at
primary 4 = 6 level. They were born in Bangkok, and Ived with @n average of 5 family
members.

The samples. lived with their fathers. They were beggars who had an average
income of 1 - 104 bath per day anthwosked between 10.00 =18 00 Most were street
children for 1 — 3 yesss The réason for being street Children a8 having a quarrel wih
their parerts. Most of them expecled 10 be scldier andhad ardely aboul their Tamily
protiems such as quarrelling of parants and {ell inferior 1o other children, they bebeved
trat society thought of them as bad children. They thougiit drugs were bad things. Maost
of them had experience of quarreiing with olrer people at the |evel of beating and
boxing. Mast of them parents were separaled, they were general employees.

The support from famit_y. communily sociely and institution wera

1) family gn support aclivities on drugs prevention,

2} community support an fmd and aclivibes on drugs prevention.

31 The social support on food from non-government organization
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Factors effecling drug use were,

1) attitude factor ; street children belisved that drugs were bad for their heaith
and frequent use of drugs made them addicted to them and difficult to abstain,

21 family problem : they were physically abused by carelakers. The physical
abuse were in the form pushing and slaping.

31 friend influence ; mast had  friends in groue of 3 — 4, Most of them addicied
o evaporated substances.

41 Maost street children lived near public park. They liked o go to the Phra Merm
Ground mostly because they wanied te visit fairs and festvals and begged for money
from the pass-by persons, Their visiled areas had drugs addicled people.

From the Multiple Regression, variables that statistical significantly correlated
with drugs use were sex, birth place, family support, severely physical abuse, having
friends who were using drugs. From the testing of the hypoihesis, it was Tound that

Sex had influence on drugs use. That is, the fermale street children used drugs
mare than male street children. In lerms ol duration, the female street children used
drugs longer than male street children, but in term of quantity, male strest children used
clrugy more than female strect children, -

Birth glace had posilive correlation on drugs use. That is, strest children who
were born in Bangkok had more risk of using drugs than those, who were of born in
othar provinoes,

Social support had negative correlation on diugs use. That is, sireet children
whio gol social support from their families money and basic needs had more risk of
using drugs than those who received little of those suppaorts.

Family problem had positive correlation on drugs use. That is, street children
who were abused by their families by means of beating had more risk of using drugs

than those who have never been abused.



The recommendations are as follows

1. There should be a campaigning program 1o raise awareness of family on
child caring especially on emational developrment and building close relation with their
children.

2. Community should keep an eye on its members, specified social punishment
1o those who are using drugs and refer them o rehabilitation centers.
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