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ABSTRACT

Deep cultural connotation contained in cultural vocabulary is very meaningful in
bringing into Chinese culture. One must understand and master the cultural implication
behind the language to enhance the ability to use language to communicate. For this reason,
teaching cultural vocabulary in Chinese teaching is very important and necessary. In this
paper, only one type of cultural vocabulary will be researched, which is the teaching of the
cultural vocabulary about animals. The positive and negative connotations conveyed in the
cultural vocabulary about animals not only reflect profound historical culture and customs of
the Han Chinese, but also reflect aesthetic orientation and way of thinking of the Han Chinese.

The research methodology for this paper includes document analysis method,
questionnaire survey method, classroom observation method and case analysis method. The
practical survey was conducted through classroom teaching and together with the survey from
questionnaires. It is found that the majority of students who took part in the surveys felt that
learning cultural vocabulary about animals was essential. This suggests that teachers can add
the lessons for learning this type of vocabulary systematically in their regular teachings to
allow students to understand the terms of this vocabulary type and achieve the objectives to
apply this vocabulary into practice. In addition, to solve the important and difficult issues in
learning this type of vocabulary for the students, the author has also provided coherent
teaching strategies and recommendations in this paper. Since the design of case studies in
teaching is the process in practical teaching part of the author, the author therefore also
conducts the assessment and the review of relevant issues from actual classroom teaching.

The survey and research from the author will contribute great research value in teaching
Chinese cultural vocabulary about animals for Thai learners, especially in the beginner and
intermediate level, since the success or failure of teaching and learning in such level will play
an important role in the future development of Chinese proficiency for students. How to
enable students to learn and master this type of vocabulary, the teachers in this subject should
recognize its importance. From the author’s own teaching practice in Chinese, the author has
tried to explore the concept of combining Chinese language teaching and cultural teaching for
upper secondary students at Sarasas Witaed Samut Songkhram School which can be used as
suggestions and references in the study of teaching Chinese cultural vocabulary about
animals.

Keywords: Cultural Vocabulary about Animals, Cultural Connotation, Sentiment
Polarity, Chinese Language Teaching
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