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ABSTRACT

The Mobilization of Buddhist Way Under Consumerism : A Case Study of Phra Subin
Paneeto, Wat. Phai-leom, Muang District, Trat Province has 3 objectives as. follows: to study the
consequences-of modernization theory and state policies towards the rural communities; to study the
mobilization of Phra Subin Paneeto in establishing Buddhist way under consumerism; to study the
factors related to recovery and sustainability of Buddhist way at present. In this study qualitative
methods are used, data were collected through in-depth interview, non-participant observation and
focus group discussion, and are analyzed in accordance to the theoretical framework.

The study reveals that the results of state policies-and modernization theory which had been
using since the 1™ National “Economic Development Plan towards rural communities resulted in
widening the economic gap between rural and urban areas. Influx of rural people to cities looking for
employment leads to various social problems. At the same time the agriculture products has been
reduced thus caused indebtedness of small farmers. Moreover, the natural resources which were
taken from the countryside to support the industrial sector had gradually weakening rural
communities, together with the progress of information technology and transportation changed the
rural people way of life to be more and more consumerism. All of these factors cause economic,
social, and cultural dissolution as well as local wisdom are neglected.

The mobilization of Buddhism way of Phra Subin Paneeto has 6 principles namely: (1)
Creating appropriate point of views to the people in the communities so that they will clearly

understand their problems. (2) Organizing the saving group to solve the people’s problems as well as
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developing all aspects of morality of saving group members according to theirs life cycle and
regulating clear and flexible rules according to local circumstances of each community. (3)
Expanding saving groups should not be too quickly as that may cause the groups to be failed due to
lack of understanding among the people. (4) Creating consciousness and morality are crucial factors
leading to diligent, integrity, and sacrifices in human spirituality. (5) Strengthening the saving groups
must be performed through networking so that the stronger groups can transfer knowledge to the
weaker groups. (6) Monitoring and evaluation-will help saving groups learn theirs experiences and
gain more achievement.

Factors affected the recovery and stability of the Buddhist way in rural communities
composed of : (1) Phra Subin Paneeto is a pro-active developer with strong knowledge and high
faith, enabling him to manage saving groups rather smoothly as well as-expanding the saving groups
systematically. (2) The committee of saving groups are good, honest, and strong spiritual people (3)
The local context in Trat Province have not changed totally from the past, so the original way of life
still functioning which helps Phra Subin to mobilize the Buddhist way ‘in rural communities
smoothly. (4) ‘Community networks not only create various activities but also facilitating the
cooperation between saving groups and others organizations. (5) The Constitution Law of 1997 has
enabled local communities to be more independent and autonomous according to their local people
will , (6) Outside:community organizations are willing to co-ordinate, thus enabling the communities
to participate and learn to resolve their problems by themselves.

According to the finding mentioned above, the researcher has recommendations to the
communities to hold on the philosophy of sufficiency economy as a life’s guideline. The external
supporting organizations must understand the context of communities in order to manage the
activities to meet the communities’ needs. This will lead to people participation, learning, and
expanding the activities by people themselves. As for policy recommendation, the state should speed
up a concrete revival of grass root economy by emphasizing the co-ordination between the state

sector and people sector continuously, along with creating new structure through grass root level.
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