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LIFESTYLE OF THAI - CHINESE YUNNAN PEOPLE IN BAN THERD THAI,
TAMBOL THERD THAI, AMPHUR MAE FAH LUANG,

CHIANGRAI PROVINCE

ZHANG WEN 616103
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: IMTHIRA ONKAM, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the lifestyle and roles of Thai-Chinese Yunnan
people in Ban Therd Thai, Tambol Therd Thai, Amphur Mae Fah Luang, Chiangrai
Province. The field study was conducted by using in-depth interviews with 30
Thai-Chinese Yunnan people. Also, the data from documents were studied and
presented in the form of descriptive purpose.

The results showed that the lifestyle of Thai-Chinese Yunnan people in Ban Therd
Thai can be divided into 1) To clarify, most of the group of Thai-Chinese still maintain
the original lifestyle of their ancestors either living, dressing, eating, language, religion,
occupation and education. However, their way of life has changed with the development
of Thai society. 2) Custom, it can be divided into two aspects, that is lifestyle customs,
including birth and naming customs, celebrating the one full year birthday, celebrating
the 60th birth day and funeral affairs. Next, social custom including Chinese New Year,
Qingming Festival, Dragon Boat Festival and Mid-Autumn Festival. 3) The 4 factors
merging Thai-Chinese Yunnan people with Thai society including government policy,
education, marriage and change of residence careers and culture and the last factor
was tradition. The roles of Thai-Chinese Yunnan people in Ban Therd Thai on Thai society
can be divided into three areas. 1) Social; Thai-Chinese Yunnan people build schools
for future generations; They also train Chinese language teachers, guides and interpreters
for Thai society 2) Trading; They grow tea and export it in the domestic and abroad.
So, promote villagers to have a better quality of life. And it has also been developed
into a historical tourist attraction. 3) Culture: Nowadays, they are still inheriting and

spreading the original Chinese culture.

Keywords: Thai — Chinese Yunnan People, lifestyle, Ban Therd Thai.
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