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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THAI NORTHERN FOLK TALES
AND CHINESE ZHUANGZU FOLK TALES

ZHAO PENG 566025
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI' AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: NARIS WASINANON, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to analyze and compare the compositions of 50 Thai Northem
and 50 Chinese Zhuangzu folk tales, 100 fables in total. This research found that the compositions
of Thai Northern and Chinese Zhuangzu folk tales are both different and similar as following:

The differences of the compositions are: 1) Theme: some Thai Northem folk tales present
the principle of Buddhist and its philosophy, but the Chinese Zhuangzu folk tales focus on praising
the poor who are brave to fight against the villains. 2) Plot: the introduction of Thai Northem folk tales
begins with the principle of Buddhist and its philosophy; on the other hand, the Chinese Zhuangzu
folk tales start with characteristics and statuses of each character. 3) Characters: Most of the
characters in Thai Northem folk tales are human-beings, but on the contrary in Chinese Zhuangzu folk tales
are supernatural. 4) Scene: there are lots of imaginary scenes in Chinese Zhuangzu folk tales.

The similarities of the compositions are: 1) Theme: both Thai Northern and Chinese
Zhuangzu folk tales present value of ethics and karma; one does good thing will get good
return and one who does bad deeds will get bad return. Also, their themes teach the readers
good behaviors in order that they are able to live in the society peacefully. 2) Plot: the introduction
of both national folk tales mostly starts with “once upon a time, in the past, while ago, etc.”,
followed by villagers’ folk lives. In addition, both Thai Northermn and Chinese Zhuangzu folk tales
present the conflicts of the story. Both national folk tales are about the incidental events
The conclusion part comes to moral thoughts. 3) Characters: both Thai Northern and Chinese Zhuangzu
folk tales are comprised of good, bad, and supporting characters. 4) Scene: Both national
folk tales have realistic and imaginary scenes in the stories.

The differences of their social reflections are: 1) Lifestyle: About the occupation, the
Chinese Zhuangzu people are embroidery sewers. Regarding transportation, Thai Northemn people
uses elephant for traveling, but Chinese Zhuangzu people use the cart, especially the rich.
2) Value: in Thai Northern society, they pay respect to their parents, teachers, and the people
whom do a good turn. But in the Chinese Zhuangzu society, they pay respect to parents
only. In order to return the favor in the Chinese Zhuangzu society, it is called “the value of
return the goodwill to grateful ones”. 3) Belief, the belief of Thai northern sodiety is in line with
Buddhism, such as, karma, the result of merit making, rebirth. The Chinese Zhuanezu people also
believe in Buddha, and in Gods, such as Guan Yin Goddess, Guan Yu Godfather, fairies and dragons.

The similarities of their social reflections are: 1) Lifestyle; the occupations of two nations
are farmers, hunters, wood gatherers, merchants, fishermen, and herdsmen. For transportation,
both nation people travel by feet, cow, horse, and barque. 2) Value; the folk tales of both
nations focus on the value of gratitude, both nations people teach their descendants giving
the gratitude to their parents and taking care of them when they are old. 3) Belief; the belief
in both national folk tales is the belief in Buddhist principle as belief on karma.

Keywords: Comparative study, Folk tales, North of Thailand, Chinese Zhuangzu
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