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THAI-BEJING CHAMBER OF COMMERCE : SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
ROLE ON THAI SOCIETY

ZHAO YUNZHU 576081
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI'AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PACHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the socio-cultural roles of Beijing’s business
association in Thailand using qualitative research methods. Field data collection tool
was semi-structured interview. The 38 key informants were Chinese and Thai-Chinese
who worked as board, members, and staff of the association. The results showed that
the association has been established recently so it was new. Mandarin was used as
an official language. It has been established for local Beijing’s businessmen
specifically therefore its enterprises were different from the others. Although it has
just been established it was recognized and supported by a consortium of
companies, government organizations of the two countries. Besides serving on
investment to its members, the association provided support to the society in term
of socio-cultural activities. Beijing is a cultural hub of China; therefore, a group of
Chinese actresses were invited from every province in China to perform in Thailand.
Chinese singing contest for the young generation was an example for the exchange
socio-cultural activity. The association had its roles on both social and cultural ways.
The Chinese culture has been passed in the dietary, language, association decoration,
including daily life activities. The social role has been inherited in the activities of the
association allowing members of both investor and business sides of life as social
assistance, promoting economic cooperation between Thailand-China, and promoting
goodwill associated with each other. The association encouraged promotion of trade
between the two countries and strengthened the relationship and mutual
understanding between the citizens of both countries. It was beneficial for Thailand -
China relations now and in the future.

Keywords: Beijing’s business association, Roles on Society, and Cultural Roles,
Thai Society
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