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BELIEFS AND RITES OF TUPTIM GODDESS OF THAI-CHINESE PEOPLE
IN YAOWARACH AREA

ZHONG YULU 606006
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECONG LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SANGAROON KANOKPONGCHAI, M.A.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study beliefs and rites relating to the shrines of
Tubtim Goddess located in Yaowarach Chinatown. Also, their roles affected to
members in the area studied were analyzed. The study is a qualitative research; a
questionnaire was used as an information gathering device.

Three shrines of Tubtim Goddess were studied, including the Tubtim
Goddess shrine at Watkoh; the Prado Goddess shrine; and the Ah-ma-keng shrine. All
three were identified as the shrine of Tubtim Goddess located in Yaowarach area.
Total seventeen sacred images were counted which Tubtim Goddess (Maju) was the
principal and others were minor. People believed that the Tubtim Goddess
possessed compassion and power and could support the worshippers in many ways,
including safety transportation; prosperous trading; children or spouses providing; and
good health, physical and mental, bestowing. Because of the stated prestige, both
Chinese and Thai people in Yaowarach area then established the shrines of Tubtim
Goddess and started the worship rites. The annual rites of each shrine were different,
except the everyday normal rites which fruits, flowers, desserts, silver and gold
paper, and incense sticks and candles were used as worshipping materials. Four
annual worships were held at Watkoh shrine of Tubtim Goddess, while three annual
worships at the other two shrines. Roles of the beliefs and rites relating to the
shrines of Tubtim Goddess have a lot affected to Thai-Chinese people in many
aspects, including the mental side; ways of living; trading; and tourism. The shrines
were as a center of spirit and unity of their communities. They also blended the two

cultures of Thai and Chinese people together.
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