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ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze comparatively the content and language usage of Thai and
Chinese lullabies. The scope of the study includes forty-two selected Thai and Chinese lullabies,
twenty-one of each. The selection focuses on Thai and Chinese lullabies which contents or stories
are similar and have been published for sales. The Thai lullabies are chosen by students, Grade 2
to 5 from Thanompist School, Bangkok. The Chinese [ullabies are chosen by the researcher, from
two books of collected Chinese lullabies.

The research finds that contents of the studied lullabies reflect their cultural and social
contexts, which are: 1) lullabies relating to animals usually include the mother’s role, most found
in Thai lullabies, and refer to calm surroundings to convince young children to sleep, in Chinese
|ullabies, 2) lullabies relating to the nature always describe the life of folk people in rural farming
society, in particular Thai lullabies likely refer to some traditions and beliefs, while Chinese
|ullabies focus on making the children sleepy, 3) lullabies relating to the mother’s love often
describe the mother’s care for her children, especially Thai lullabies, while Chinese lullabies also
include the love for others, and 4) lullabies relating to tales or well-known stories usually refer to
a part or a character in outstanding literary works, most found in Thai lullabies, while Chinese
|ullabies present the summary of the whole story in shot lyrics.

Relating to the language usage of the studied lullabies, the similarities found are the use of
unstressed sound at the end, the repetition of words, the use of common words and vocabulary,
the narration in descriptive and narrative styles, and the use of figure of Speech -such as
personification. The differences of Thai and Chinese lullabies found in this research are the use of
rhyme which Thai lullabies are alternative, while Chinese lullabies strictly use the end rhyme.
The particular language usage found only in Thai lullabies is the use of introductory words at the
beginning and the use of hyperbole.
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