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THE WAYS OF LIFE OF THAI-YUNNAN DESCENDANTS IN ARUNOTHAI VILLAGE,
CHIANG DAO DISTRICT, CHIANG MAI

DUAN ZHILI 616061
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: TEERACHOOT KERDKAEW, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze developing ideas relating to The Ways of
Life of Thai-Yunnan Descendants in Arunothai Village, Chiang dao District, Chiang Mai.
Research methods included document study; field trip observations; and deep
interviews of thirty Thai-Chinese villagers in Arunothai Village. The informants were
sorted into three groups, which were 1) six immigrants, the first generation from
Yunnan, aged over seventy; 2) twelve descendants, the present generation born in
the village; and 3) twelve residents, having Yunnan parents and immigrating to the
village over 10 years. Research findings were reported as a descriptive analysis.

The findings showed that Thai-Yunnan Descendants in Arunothai Village had
blended their traditional Yunnan Ways of life to modern practices in Thai society,
including housing; food; clothing; professions; language usage; beliefs; traditions; and
rituals. However, the Yunnan identities from the first generation still existed through
their Yunnan Chinese; traditions; school education; and handicrafts. Regarding
developing ideas relating to ways of life of the present Yunnan descendants, three
areas were observed, including closed relationship of family members; improving
welfare of the communities covering careers, education, health, and communication;
and physical improvement of the communities. Aiming to be a tourist attraction, the
villagers intended to develop their both natural and cultural environments in order

to gain advanced ways of life in returns.

Keywords: The Ways of Life, developing ideas, Thai-Yunnan Descendants,
Arunothai Village, Chiang dao District, Chiang Mai
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