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SOCIAL AND CULTURAL REFLECTIONS IN TRANSLATED
MYANMAR TALES INTO THAI

NANG MWE KHAM 576123
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ASVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze the Myanmar society and cultural reflection on
50 Myanmar tales, which was translated into Thai. The findings were presented as
descriptive analysis. The results showed that Myanmar society reflection revealed
different aspects: 1) The living way of Myanmar people, formerly residents lived near
the river, forests, and mountains, with a wide variety of occupations. People
transported on boats and on foot. They had perfect family and in single-parent
family, the mother had to raise up children on her own. 2) The faith, Social Myanmar,
traditional beliefs were influenced by Buddhism and also believed in supernatural
power such as spirits or ghosts. 3) The values, Myanmar people valued in gratitude,
kindness, intelligence, and mate selection. These values significantly led Myanmar
people lived together peacefully. 4) The traditions, Myanmar people had marital
traditions which had the first step as marriage proposal. 5) The governing, Myanmar,
formerly ruled the country by kings who could help people resolve problems with
the legal system and compassion.

The value of Myanmar folktales which translated in Thai, revealed some
valuable knowledge about geography, rubies, and knowledge about the form of
government. The values of teaching morals were by instilling a habit of gratitude,
kindness and ¢ood deeds. The value of living lives found was to teach wisdom,
resolve various problems in lives, give the concept of choosing spouses, and take
responsibility of themselves; entertaining, having a sense of humor, and having fun

with the stories.

Keywords: Reflection, Society, Culture, Folk-tale, and values
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