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LANGUAGE USAGE OF COMMERCIAL NAMES OF BUSINESSES IN YAOWARAT AREA

NING JINGSI 596072
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: THIDA MOSIKARAT, ED.M.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the language usage of commercial names of
businesses in Yaowarat area, and analyze the meanings of names studied. 102
names of businesses were analyzed. 29 informants which were a one-third of the
seven types of studied businesses, either the owners or staff which were random
selected, were interviewed. The findings were reported as a descriptive analysis.

The research found that two types of language usage of commercial names
of businesses were used, which were 1) using a single language of Thai, or Chinese, or
English, which there were 10 shops; and 2) using two or three languages, which were
Thai and/or Chinese and/or English. Forty-one shops used two languages, and fifty-
one shops used three languages. From interviewing, four reasons of using any
languages as the business title were given: 1) the name was correctly called; 2) the
name identified goods of the businesses; 3) the name was easily conveyed; and 4)
the name reflected modernity or social values. Relating to meanings of names
studied, fifty-four shops used single-meaning names, which was 54.6% of all. Forty-
five shops used plural-meaning names, which was 45.4% of all. Four preferable
meanings mostly chosen were: 1) the meaning that reflected the desired quatity of
goods of customers; 2) the meaning that showed moral of the business owners; 3)
the meaning that showed beliefs of fortune of the business owners; and 4) the

meaning that presented history of unified businesses of Thai-Chinese families.

Keywords: language usage, commercial name, Yaowarat area
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