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AN ANALYSIS OF CONTENTS AND MOTIFS IN FOLKTALES OF THE ZHUANG TRIBE

TANGLIHUA 606008
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

An analysis of contents and motifs in folk tales of Zhuang people aims to analyze the
contents and motifs in folk tales of Zhuang people. The researcher collected two folk tales
published in Republic of China and did the textual analysis of 126 stories.

The research reveals that the folk tales of Zhuang were classified according to their
contents as follows. 1) Marvelous stories was the folk tales were about supernatural power
representing the creativity of the Zhuang people. 2) Life stories were about the daily life of
Zhuang people representing the cultures of the Zhuang people. 3) Heroes tales were the stories
relating to heroes of Zhuang people showing the faith and respect toward heroes of Zhuang
people. 4) Local tales were the stories regarding to identity of Zhuang people showing the
tradition of the Zhuang people. 5) The legendary myths were the stories describing the world
where Zhuang lived and showing the traditional beliefs of Zhuang people. 6) Animal tales were
about animals representing the beliefs in respect of the animals of the Zhuang people. 7) Joke
tales were the stories making the readers or listeners fun showing the fun cultures of Zhuang
people.

In regard to the analysis of the motifs in the folk tales by studying the relationship
between motifs and cultural conception of Zhuang people, the analysis of the motifs were
divided in 3 motifs as following. 1) Characters were supernatural people, normal people and
animals. 2) Objects which were important motifs; objects given by marvelous person; objects
from nature; the objects that the character carried from the beginning of the stories and the
characters created that objects. 3) The behavior which were outstanding were creating the
World, unusual marriage, singing motifs and new birth, etc. These motifs represented the various
cultures of Zhuang people such as the belief relating to respect to god, belief in spirits, belief

in nature, and belief in respect to animal, tradition and value in society of Zhuang people.

Keywords: Analyze, Folks, Motifs, Zhuang people
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