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ABSTRACT

Folk plays are a local culture which has been descended from ancestors of people in each
nation. Folk plays of Thai and Chinese children can reflect the citizen’s way of living and
culture. Both Thailand and China are in Asia. However, the two countries are located in different
parts of Asia, this is the reason why folk plays of Thai and Chinese children are both similar and
different at certain degrees. This is an interesting issue that we should study. This research aims
to study the similarities and differences of popular folk plays of Thai and Chinese children
through the existing language and culture.

The results of a comparative study on language and culture which exist in folk plays of
Thai and Chinese children reveal that folk plays of Thai and Chinese children have both
similarities and differences as influenced by various factors and environment of Thailand and
China. Some of the factors and environment are similar while some are dissimilar such as the
objective, time, place, and folk play tools. For example, in the ancient time, most folk plays
occur during festivals at both indoor and outdoor places. The objectives of folk plays are for
entertainment, amusement, joyfulness, and learning. However, the methodology and language of
folk plays of Thai and Chinese children are quite different, especially in term of the significance

associated to the folk plays which differs within the context of playing format of each folk play.

Keywords: Language, Culture, Folk Plays of Thai Children,

Folk Plays of Chinese Children, Similarities and Differences
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