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AN ANALYSIS OF MULTIPLE-TIMES MARRIED FEMALE PROTAGONISTS IN THAI NOVELS

XU JIA 596081
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PATCHARIN BURANAKORN, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to analyze: 1) characteristics and behaviors of multiple-times
married female protagonists in Thai novels, and 2) problems and causes of the repeating
marriages of those characters studied. Four novels were studied, including /sa by Sifa; Khon-
roeng-muang and Thong-pra-kai-saed by Suwannee Sukhonta; and Thong-nuea-kao by Botan.

The research found that all multiple-times married female protagonists studied
possessed good character, were beautiful, and talented in dressing; however, their true
nature was negative, which were dirty; lazy; lying; greedy; unstable; coquettish; possessive;
iresponsible; ungrateful; and cruel. These female protagonists lived their lives by sloppy
thoughts, for example good looks are more important than knowledge or abilities; money is
better than love; and women have to be dependent on men. These thoughts led the life
of the female protagonists studied to the wrong way. Their behaviors were muddled and
changed as time went by. Gradually, they were either punished by their own conducts;
forgiven by their families; got a life lesson; or met the end of their lives.

Two main problems that the female protagonists studied encountered were dealing
their spouses and money. Relating to their spouses, there was the early death; divorces;
and extra affairs of their husbands. For the money problem, it was caused by greed; an
unemployment; and lavishness. All the problems led the studied protagonists to their
multiple-times marriages. It could be traced that the protagonists’ beautiful looks but bad
characteristics, which caused by the lack of love and right cultivation from their parents, was
the main and inner cause of their repeating marriages. For the outer factors, it was found
that some third persons or deceivers; the early marriage; and the low education supported

and led the female protagonists studied to their multiple-times marriages.

Keywords: multiple-times married female protagonists, characteristics and behaviors,

problems and causes
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