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ON SHI WEI’S NOVELS AND CHRISTIANITY

WEI YUANKAI 554077
MASTER OF ARTS (MODREN AND CONTEMPORARY CHINESE LITERATURE)
THESIS ADVISOR COMMITTEE: ~ MA HUAXIANG, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

Shi Wei started as a poetess at Chinese literary circles in 1980s. Her first
poetry anthology is “da di shang yu xue de nv ren”, and after that She began to
write novels. Her first full-length novels “rou ruo wu gu” was published in 1996. Both
of her poems and novels are full of Chinese traditional culture themes. At the end of
year 1996, she immigrated to USA. With her husband. She was baptized as a Christian
at Ester of 1996. After that she is writing as Chinese-overseas Christian writer, which is
about spirituality and life by using Christian ideology. She was the first defined
spiritual literature theoretically, and she wrote lots of works under this theoretic. The
change in her ideology resulted in huge change in her writings. Her works were
noticed by academicians. Firstly, this thesis elaborate on Chinese Christianity
literature. Then elaborate on Shi Wei’s writing history, origin and discriminate
theoretic of “spiritual literature”.

Discuss and summary the relationship between story models, prototype
infull-length spiritual novels: “Fang zhu yi dian”, “Hong giang bai yu lan” and “Shi jia
mei juan” and Christianity and bible. At last talking about the significance of the Shi

Wei phenomenon in Chinese literary and society.

Keywords:  Shi Wei, Christianity, Novel, Spiritual literature
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