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AN OBSERVATION ON THE EVOLUTION OF THAI SOCIETY BASED
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An Observation on the Evolution of Thai Society Based on the Novel
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Thesis Tittle An Observation of the evolution of thai society based

on the novel ¢ Si Phaen Din ”

By Miss Suleeporn mokkaranurak
Identification No. 504048-806
Advisor Professor Xu Zong
Degree Master Degree of Arts
Major Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature
Academic Year 2009

ABSTRACT

The novel “Si Phaendin” (Four Reigns) is an outstanding work and accomplishment of
Professor Major General M.R. Kukrit Pramoj. He was a savant who was very talented and had
intimate knowledge. M.R. Kukrit Pramoj had the ability to create imaginative stories to illustrate
Thai tradition, and culture effortlessly in his writing. In “Si Phaendin”, the author had created
many characters that have different roles and characteristics to reflect the way of life and times of

people in those eras.

“Si Phaedin” is a novel that has tremendous value to Thai society, since it provides
intelligence, entertainment and knowledge about their history, culture and customs. In addition,
it presents the stories behind the sequences of changes in Thailand. It spans from the time that
the West began spreading their influence on the country during the Reign of King Rama V (King
Chulalongkorn) until the final period of King Rama VIII (King Ananda Mahidol). In this novel,
“Mae Phloi” is the leading character that leads the readers through the different scenes of

Thailand during these four different reigns.



Admittedly, “Si Phaendin” is the only novel that describes the details of Life in the
Palace in almost every aspect. It also narrates the most details of the inner zone of the Royal
Palace in the past to Thai people of this generation. “Mae Phloi” has the role of a person that
lived her life both inside and outside of the Palace. The thoughts and feeling of the people of that
generation were represented through this character's role very clearly and consistently.

The story was delicately written with authenticity. The use of language in the dialog,
personalities and costumes of all characters are very realistic. There is a meaningful comparison
between two characters of the same age in the novel that play very distinct diverse roles. On one
hand, “Mae Phloi” is a decent woman who always holds herself in the manner of a “proper Thai
Lady” displaying virtue, loyalty, sincerity, compassion and dependability. She has pure affection
for her husband, selfless love without jealousy. She treats all of her children with kindness and
equality. Conversely , “Mae Choy” is completely opposite from “Mae Phloi” in both personality
and thought. At the end, the novel portrays the very different final outcome for these two
characters. “Mae Phloi” who dedicates herself to the benefit of her family, lives happily with her
good husband in her warm family for the entirety of her life. In contrast, “Mae Choy” lives a
solitary life from the beginning until the end. The moral is simply that one can have a great life
or a terrible life, and that it all rests on the persons behavior and personality choices.

“Si Phaendin” is a novel that is applauded by scholars from numerous fields including
litterateurs, historians and critics. In fact, it is fair to say that “Si Phaendin” is recognized by
readers from all levels and backgrounds. It is a historical novel that has been translated to more
than 5 languages. Even now it is difficult to find other novels that come close to the quality this
novel possesses. “Si Phaendin” illustrates the beauty of Thai culture and their way of life through
the art of literature. Even among foreign readers, it is widely accepted as an extraordinary Thai
novel, and among Thailand's best. For the author, M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, this novel is considered

his masterpiece.



The author's objective in writing this novel was to capture the background and details of
various events that occurred in Thailand during the Reign of King Rama V until the Reign of
King Rama VIII.

Although these historic events are well-known and are already recorded in the history of
the Thai nation, they were not without omissions. There were no details about life and the ways
of the living, and did not include the thoughts of the people who lived through these historical
events. These details give us insight into their ideology and form a basis by which we can
understand why one person reacts differently from another when faced with similar
circumstances. It is quite obvious that the author intended for this novel to be a source of
information that documents the hidden details of Thai people behind the written history.

If we could compare all these key incidences that happened as patterns on Thai
traditional cloth. The author meant for “Si Phaendin” to be one of the patterns that helps to make

the cloth more beautiful and more refined.

Key word : Life in the Royal Palace ; Family in the noble ; History of evolution ; Life of destiny
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