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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF LU XUN’S SHORT STORY “CALL TO ARMS” AND
M.R.KUKRIT PRAMOJ’S SHORT STORY “FELLOW SLEEPER”
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ABSTRACT

“Call to arms”, a short story by Luxun, and “Fellow Sleeper”, a short story by Major
General Mom Rachawong Kukrit Pramoj, are modern literature. These two stories are
important and valuable when studying Chinese and Thai literary works.

Luxun is a Chinese who is famous for literature, his way of thinking, and his role in
the revolution. Luxun created a collection of fourteen short stories called “Call to
arms “from 1918-1922. Luxun wrote and described the personality and the nature of each
character which reflects the nature and concepts of Chinese during the period when they
were wrestling between the half colony and the half dignity systems. The main purpose of
the story is to illustrate the problems, to raise consciousness, and to create campaigns for
Chinese to adapt to new paradigms.

Major General Mom Rachawong Kukrit Pramoj, a Thai, is famous for literature, as a
thinker, philosopher, economist, and politician. He composed many stories, including
“Fellow Sleeper”, a short story written before 1952. Although “Fellow Sleeper” is not as
popular and well-known as his other stories, the story is a valuable literary work to study.
Each short story has deep meaning and mirrors problems after the Thai revolution to the
democratic system. The government and civil services who had no potential caused many
problems. The story pointed out these problems to the population leading to solutions.

In this thesis, the researcher compared autobiographies of the two writers, the
characters in their stories, including concepts and their writing styles. In my opinion, the two
writers who lived in different countries, under different government systems, and societies
wrote literature reflecting social problems and inaccurate ideas in the populations of their
separate countries to adjust and amend the population mind set in the correct manner. The
cooperation of a population with the right position and concepts will build a more secure
country. These two writers sacrificed for the benefit of their countries. Their literary works

are valuable forever in the study of Chinese and Thai literature.

Key words: Luxun, Kukrit Pramoj, Call to Arms, Fellow Sleeper, short story,

writing style
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