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THE BELIEFS AND THE RITES OF GUAN YU SHRINE IN BANGKOK : CASE STUDY OF
THONBURI AREA

HE ZHONGHUAN 616031
MASTER OF ARTS (COMMUNICATIVE THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE)
THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: IMTHIRA ONKAM, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research has the purposes to study the beliefs and rites of two Guan Yu
Shrines in Thonburi area, Bangkok and to analyze the role of Gods and Guan Yu
Shrine in Thai society. The research was qualitative research by collecting field data
and in-depth interviews from 40 people involved and observing and analyzing the
data source. The research's result was presented in descriptive analysis.

The research discovers that there were five beliefs toward God of Guan Yu:
health, fortune, family, safety and success. These beliefs were still presented
nowadays and those who believed in Guan Yu also participated in various rites with
four annual rites organized | Guan Yu Shrine (Talat Somdej Chao Phraya market) as
Nguan Xiao Rite (Lantern festival), Guan Yu’s birthday, Feeding the Hungry Ghost
festival and Thanksgiving Day. There were six rites oreanized annually in Guan Yu
Shrine (Talat Plu) as Nguan Xiao Rite (Lantern festival), Guan Yu Parade, Guan Yu’s
birthday, Feeding the Hungry Ghost festival, Vegetarian festival and Thanksgiving Day.
The beliefs and rites also reflected two roles of God of Guan Yu and both Guan Yu
Shrines. Firstly, mental and social role, this was anchor for the believers where they
felt more comfortable, built their confident and more courage to fight against their
life with Guan Yu’s moral and principle in living. It also reflected the role in social
responsibility such as giving away the rice to the needy. For the economy role, the
people who visited the Guan Yu Shrine for worship helped making money to people
the community because both Guan Yu Shrine were recognized as the important
tourist attraction as well as supporting the historical tourism. Lastly, the cultural role,
the Guan Yu Shrines were considered as the places to inherit and spread the Chinese
culture because the people in the community and place nearby and the believers
relayed the beliefs and rites until the present and the existence of both Guan Yu

Shrines also represented well the integration of Thai — Chinese culture.

Keywords: Belief, Rites, Guan Yu Shrine
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