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Abstract

Against the backdrop of intensifying Sino-Thai educational cooperation, the rapidly expanding
population of Chinese international students in Thailand has rendered cross-cultural conflict a
pressing concern for academic success and psychological adjustment. This study empirically
examines the multifaceted nature of cultural conflict among this cohort, drawing on Hofstede’s
cultural dimensions theory and Berry’s acculturation framework. Using a validated questionnaire
(Cronbach’s a = 0.909) administered to a representative sample, the research identifies that conflicts
are most pronounced at the individual level, with significant predictors including language
proficiency, academic system disparities, and sociocultural distance. The findings contribute to cross-
cultural adaptation literature by contextualizing existing models within the Southeast Asian higher
education setting. Practically, the study offers targeted recommendations for universities,

policymakers, and students to mitigate conflict and foster adaptive strategies, thereby supporting the
well-being and academic integration of Chinese students in Thailand.
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