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Thesis Title Settlement and Cultural Transition : A Case Study of the Hokkiens

in Bang Nam Phueng Community, Phrapradaeng District,

Samutprakan Province
By Mr. Lan Changlong
Identification No. 534046
Degree Master of Arts (ML.A.)
Magor Communicative Thai as a Second Language
Academie Year 2011
ABSTRACT

The study of Settlement and Cultural Transition : A Case Study of the Hokkiens in Bang
Nam Phueng Community, Phrapradaeng District, Samutprakarn Province has two objectives,
which are: 1) to find out causes of Hokkiens moving to settle in the Bang Nam Phueng area, and
2) to analyze the cultural transition of these Hokkiens in their new settlement.

The study found that in Bang Nam Phueng community there are various ethnic groups,
for example Thais, Mons, Taechiews, and Hokkiens. In particular, the Hokkiens have played the
key role in encouraging economic activity in the community. These Hokkiens are the second to
the fourth generations of their ancestors who immigrated into this community over a century ago.
The internal factors that caused the Hokkiens in Kawngtong Province in China to search for new
settlements were: 1) the poverty and the shortage of farmland, 2) conflicts between families, 3)
the avoiding of conscription and 4) the high-rate of taxation. In addition, the external factors that
lured the Hokkiens to Thailand included the fertile agricultural land of Thailand, which was well
suited to the Hokkiens’ skills in farming. Moreover, the pleasant characteristics of Thai people
also encouraged the immigration of the Hokkiens. Both the internal and external factors have
encouraged and resulted in the new integrated culture of the Hokkiens in Bang Nam Phueng
community. The cultural transition is shown in, for example, the Chinese shrine in Bang Kachao,
Chinese graveyards in Thai temples, and family associations. In conclusion, the findings of this

study increase the knowledge of Chinese ethnic groups in Thailand. For future studies, the
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historical, cultural, and economic background of the Hokkiens and other Chinese groups are still

required.
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